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the banner says…

T
his month sees the return of 
a very unique and historic 
Scottish Borders tradition, 
the Common Ridings, which 

also happens to be one of the world’s 
oldest equestrian festivals. The Return 
to the Ridings is a celebration of the 
riding of the boundaries that has 
taken place for centuries with eleven 
towns in the Scottish Borders using 
horses for the traditional ride out.

border badlands
Common Ridings can be traced back 
over 900 years when the ‘border 
badlands’ were in constant disruption 
during the long wars with England 
and because of the tribal custom of 
looting and cattle thieving, known 
as reiving (the ancient Scots word 
for theft) that was commonplace 
amongst the major Borders families. 
Reivers could well steal not only from 
the nearby English but from their own 
Scottish neighbours. Perhaps your 
ancestors were reivers who terrorised 
the border between England and 
Scotland? Armstrong, Elliot, Graham, 
Irvine, Johnstone, Kerr, Maxwell, 
Nixon and Scott were among the 
lawless families who rode, feuded, 
fought and pillaged over the wild 
tribal borders area for 350 years.

During these lawless and 
turbulent times, townspeople 
would ride their boundaries, or 
‘marches’, to protect their common 
lands and prevent encroachment 
by neighbouring landlords. As more 
peaceful and settled times came, 
the ridings ceremony remained in 
the border region in honour of local 
legend, history and tradition.

Historic equestrian pageants 
The Hawick Common Riding is 
the first of the Border festivals and 
celebrates both the capture of an 
English flag in 1514 in Hornshole by 
some young Hawick locals and the 
ancient custom of riding the marches 
or boundaries of the common land. 
Each of the eleven towns puts their 
own local tradition and spin on these 
historic equestrian pageants today, 
which take place from June to August 
each year. The Selkirk Common 
Riding, which takes place mid-June, 
is recognised as one of the oldest 
of the Border festivals which goes 
back in history to 1113, when David 
I wanted to establish an abbey at 
Selkirk, the first abbey ever for the 
Scottish Borders.

Today the colourful spectacle, 
considered one of the top annual 
events in the Scottish Borders, is 
witnessed by people from across 
the world who take in the stunning 
display of horsemanship, pageantry 
and tradition by hundreds of riders 
at a time. The riders are saddled up 
along the routes often used by their 
ancestors in celebration of their 
history, and the lawless disputed 
lands, we all now know as the gentle 
and peaceful Scottish border region.

In this issue
Earlier this year I was on a walk 
around Glasgow and stumbled upon 
the TS Queen Mary moored by the 
Glasgow Science Centre. While it was 
all boarded up when I was there, I 
was very happy to see her proudly 
resting on the Clyde. The iconic 
Clydebuilt ship is celebrating 90 years 
this year, the anniversary was in fact 
just before this issue was released. 
The Queen Mary was known as 
‘Britain’s finest pleasure steamer’ and 
hosted many famous people.  
Thankfully the vessel is being 
restored so future generations know 
what it is like to go ‘doon the watter’.

If you have travelled much in Scotland,  
you will certainly have seen farms 
amongst the stunning scenery. If like  
me, you may have not known that 

Scotland once produced its very 
own tractor to plough those soggy 
Scottish fields. The Glasgow tractor 
billed itself as the ‘most scientifically 
accurate tractor on earth’, it was short 
lived unfortunately at just five years 
as it could not compete on price with 
US imports.

The recent coronation of King 
Charles saw the Stone of Destiny 
moved from Edinburgh Castle to 
London’s Westminster Abbey. It was 
quite an operation transporting the 
125kg/275lb. stone, which is now back 
on display in Edinburgh. The historic  
stone will now remain there until it 
is moved to Perth, as part of the new 
City Hall Museum, opening in 2024.  
Our very own, and long-time 
contributor, Lady Fiona MacGregor 
was fortunate to be at the coronation 
and this month gives us some 
insights from this historic event.

safe oot, safe In
The Scottish Borders are a real gem 
of Scotland and I always know when 
I reach Scotland, if travelling from 
England by train. Not by a sign or 
monument but the green and lush 
rolling hills and landscape that 
starts to draw you in as the beauty of 
Scotland begins to present itself. 

The region is certainly diverse with 
some fantastic historic sites, stunning 
rural scenery and a rich history in  
textiles and agriculture. Clearly the  
‘Border Badlands’ have been 
relegated to the history books and we 
thankfully have the picturesque and 
easily accessible region of Scotland 
ready for us to explore and discover.  
Should you be attending the 
Common Ridings this summer, or 
just Scotland itself, I wish you a ‘Safe 
Oot - Safe In’ (a well-known Borders 
saying, wishing mounted riders a safe 
journey). 

 

Have you visited the Scottish Borders 
region? Do you have any favourite 
Scottish traditional events you 
like to attend? Do you have any 
comments from the content in this 
month’s edition? Share your story 
with us by email, post, social media 
or: #ScottishBanner, #TheBanner

The Scottish Banner is more reliant 
than ever on our readers helping 
us to provide you with our unique 
content by buying a copy of our 
publication, regardless of if by print 
or digital subscription or at a retail 
outlet. You may also donate to the 
Scottish Banner via our website.

We appreciate your support and 
hope you enjoy this edition.

The Common Riding festival.  
Photo: Jeremy Sutton- Hibbert,  Unsullied And Untarnished.

Gracing our front cover: Celebrating 

the Year of Scotland. Photo: Jim Barker, 

Twelve Points Photography and the 

Australian Celtic Festival.

by Sean Cairney
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International review of scottish studies

Greetings from the Scottish Studies 
Foundation. We are delighted to let you 
know that a Special Jacobite Issue of the 
International Review of Scottish Studies 
(Volume 47, 2022), is now available in  
pdf format and can be accessed here:  
www.irss.uoguelph.ca/index.php/irss/
issue/view/462/89

The International Review of 
Scottish Studies (IRSS) is the 
leading interdisciplinary journal for 
international scholarship on Scottish 
history and culture, with a mission 
to create a space for scholars of all 
career levels exploring Scotland’s 
past and present. This issue is the 
last to be published by the Centre for 
Scottish Studies at the University of 
Guelph which is pleased to announce 
an ambitious new direction for its 
production. Starting later in 2023, the 
journal will be published by Edinburgh 
University Press (EUP) with two issues 
being produced each year. It is hoped 
that the prestige associated with EUP 
and the doubling in the number of 
issues will attract more submissions and 
provide the opportunity for issues to be 
built around specific themes. We will 
keep you posted as more information 
becomes available.
Best wishes and thanks for your support.
David Hunter
President, Scottish Studies Foundation
Ontario, Canada
www.scottishstudies.com

clan MacNeil association of australia 
needs help in ensuring the continuation 
of the australian association
I am now writing to you concerning some  
urgency to find one or two persons who  
may be willing to help with the future of  
the Clan MacNeil Association of Australia.  
The Clan MacNeil has a well- documented  
history going back to 1492 in both the Outer  
Hebrides of Scotland and on the island of  
Gigha in Argyll. During the period of the  
Lord of the Isles and his council of clan  
leaders, there was a clan chief member  
representing the island of Barra and a clan  
chief representing the island of Gigha.  
Both communities had different Norse ancestry.  
As records of births, marriages and deaths 
were established in parishes the writing of the 
names were sometimes in Latin and mostly 
in early English. Many errors occurred as the 
writer did not understand the Gaelic local 
pronunciation and wrote what he had heard. 
As a result we have many variation of the early 
name origins. A list of names identified today 
is attached to this letter.

In recent years the descendants of 
the MacNeil and McNeill families who 
migrated to other parts of Scotland, 
Ireland, England, Canada, America, South 
Africa, Australia, New Zealand and South 
East Asia. Local clan associations have 
been established in America, Australia, 
Canada and New Zealand. In Australia our 
association currently has a membership 
represented in all Australian states and the 
Northern Territory, America, New Zealand 
and the Solomon Islands. Many of our 
members are now in their senior years and 
are no longer able to participate in some 
activities as they could at a younger age.

Our constitution provides that the 
association should have: President, Vice 
president, Secretary, Treasurer, Piper, 
Genealogist/ historian and Editor of the 
clan newsletter.

While I hold the position as president 
at the moment, and Alex Buchanan is the 
administrator of the Clan MacNeil global 
DNA Ancestry project, all other positions 
are vacant and I would appreciate hearing 
from any person who would like to talk 
with me able their interest in assisting us 
with the above positions.
Yours aye,
John McNeil
21 Coopers Avenue
Leabrook, SA 5068
Australia
Email malcolmjmcneil@outlook.com
Tel: 08 8333 3990

clan forbes

Conveners Stephanie Perez and Bart 
Forbes hosted the Clan Forbes tent at 
the Sherman (Texas) Celtic Festival and 
Highland Games. To find out what events 
the Clan will be at or if you are interested 
in hosting a Clan Forbes tent at your local 
gathering, games, or festival, please see: 
www.clan-forbes.org

Clan Forbes
USA

culloden lecture
This year’s National Trust for Scotland/1745 
Association Annual Culloden Lecture, 
delivered as part of last weekend’s annual 
commemoration marking the 277th 
anniversary of the last battle fought on 
British soil, can now be seen on YouTube. 
Following a short introduction by the 
1745 Association’s President, the Very 
Rev’d Dr Emsley Nimmo, and a tribute to 
the Association’s previous Chairman, the 
eminent military historian Dr Christopher 
Duffy who passed away in November, 
the current Chair Michael Nevin applies 
Prospect Theory developed by Nobel Prize 
Winner Daniel Kahneman and his colleague 
Amos Tversky to assess seven strategic 
decisions that led to Culloden, as follows:

1. July 1745: Confirmation Bias and the 
decision to instigate the Rising.

2. August 1745: Loss Aversion, the Sunk 
Cost fallacy and the decision to continue 
the Rising after the loss of the ‘Elisabeth’.

3: October 30th 1745: Decision Framing, 
the Allais Paradox and the decision to 
advance into England.

4: December 5th 745: Ambiguity Aversion, 
the Ellsberg Paradox and the decision to 
retreat from Derby.

5: December 19th 1745: The Endowment 
Effect and the decision to leave a 
garrison in Carlisle.

6: February 1746: The Affect Heuristic 
and the decision to retreat into the 
Highlands.

7. April 15th and 16th 1746: Optimism 
Bias, the Night March on Nairn and the 
decision to stand at Culloden.

Conclusion: Bonnie Prince Charlie Syndrome
The 33-minute presentation is now 

available on YouTube with sub-titles 
if required at: www.youtube.com/
watch?v=Cqc-IxbREkU
N.B.: the YouTube video is of the 
presentation only, not the subsequent 
discussion and Q&A, as under the 1745 
Association’s conventions these are 
conducted under Chatham House rules.
Michael Niven
1745 Association, Scotland

National tartan Day , ottawa

The Sons of Scotland Pipe Band were very  
pleased to welcome many friends to Parliament  
Hill in Ottawa on Sunday, April 23 to help 
them celebrate their 15th annual National 
Tartan Day celebrations in style, and on a 
grey day that felt reminiscent of Scotland’s 
famous weather. Pipers, drummers,  
singers, dancers and even corgis graced the 
Hill in a show that was fun and very well 
attended – and we look forward to next 
year’s celebration.
Bethany Bisaillion
Sons of Scotland Pipe Band
Ottawa, Ontario
Canada
www.sospb.com

Geelong Highland Gathering 
permanently cancelled

Send us your inquiries on life’s little question marks.
Ever wanted to know what happened to your old pal from home, how to make  
your favourite Scottish meal, or wondered about a certain bit of Scottish history?scot  PourrI

Pose your questions on Scottish related topics to our knowledgeable readership who just may be able to help. Please keep letters under 300 words and we reserve the right to edit content and length. Letters can be emailed to info@scottishbsanner.com or online at  
www.scottishbanner.com/contact-us, alternatively you may post your letters to us (items posted to the Scottish Banner cannot be returned). Please ensure you include your full contact details should you require a reply. This page belongs to our readers so please feel free to take part!

So sad, this was such an iconic event 
for Geelong and was pleased to 
have attended for the many years. 
I just hope in the near future, that 
community will feel the lose of this event 
and build together to make this happen. 
I only wish I could help but 
unfortunately just not old enough!

A very big thank you to all former 
committee members and volunteers. 
The Gathering has and always been 
a part of Geelong’s life. I don’t know 
what to do with myself on the last 
Sunday of March.
Tom Welsh
Victoria, Australia

From our Social meDia
Sent to our Facebook, Twitter or instagram accounts-send us your 
photos or letters via social media (#ScottishBanner or #TheBanner):

rattray Head lighthouse

The images from Rattray Head 
Lighthouse. Decided to take a trip to 
here with the Mrs. We camped in the car 
which is surprisingly comfy and warm 
if kitted out right. Sunrise was pretty 
average, but the waves were amazing!
AJ Landscape Photographer

the forth bridge

The Forth Bridge through the Anchor.
Tam Eadie - IG: @eadietam

edinburgh in spring

Cherry blossoms on Princes 
Street, Edinburgh.
Chasing the Long Road

castle campbell

Stunning shot of Castle Campbell.
The Kilted Photographer
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T
he Stone of Destiny, the ancient 
symbol of Scotland’s monarchy, 
left Edinburgh Castle in late April 
for the first time since its return 

to Scotland in 1996 as it embarked on its 
historic journey to Westminster Abbey in 
London for the Coronation of King Charles 
III and Queen Camilla. A ceremonial 
procession from the Castle’s Great Hall 
marked the temporary departure of the 
Stone from Scotland, which was led by the 
Lord Lyon King of Arms - the monarch’s 
representative in Scotland - and attended 
by the First Minister Humza Yousaf, in his 
capacity as the Keeper of the Great Seal of 
Scotland, one of the Commissioners for 
the Safeguarding of the Regalia.

The Stone then made its way to 
Westminster Abbey, where it was 
placed in the Coronation Chair for the 
ceremony, before returning to Scotland 
and display in the Crown Room at 
Edinburgh Castle. Historic Environment 
Scotland (HES), who care for the Stone 
of Destiny and the other Honours of 
Scotland on behalf of the Commissioners 
for the Safeguarding of the Regalia, have 
worked with Police Scotland and other 
partner agencies to ensure the Stone was 
transported safely and securely.  
A number of different teams within HES, 
with a range of specialist expertise, have 
been involved in preparing the Stone for 
its journey to Westminster Abbey for the 

Coronation. Ahead of its move, the Stone 
has undergone thorough assessment by 
the organisation’s stone conservators. 
The Stone was also transported in a 
special carrier constructed largely from 
Scottish oak, which has been made 
by HES’s in-house joinery team in 
collaboration with the organisation’s 
stone conservation team. Collections 
management principles have been used 
to ensure the carrier is well designed to 
protect the Stone in transit.

Important national symbol
Kathy Richmond, Head of Collections 
and Applied Conservation at HES, said 
ahead of the Stone’s Scottish departure: 
“It is a tremendous privilege for HES 
to play its part in such a significant 
and historic occasion, as the Stone of 
Destiny leaves Edinburgh Castle for 
the first time in over 25 years. It is also 
a great responsibility to ensure the safe 
voyage and return of such an important 
national symbol, and one which has 
required the care, skill and expertise of 
a range different specialist teams across 
our organisation. It is fitting to have 
the opportunity to celebrate that work 
today. We are working closely with the 
Conservation team at Westminster Abbey 
on the installation of the Stone into the 
base of the Coronation Chair, using the 
latest techniques and technology.”

First Minister, Humza Yousaf, added: 
“The Stone of Destiny has a rich and 
varied history and has been used for 
centuries in coronations. It will play an 
integral part in the Coronation of King 

Charles III and Queen Camilla. In my role 
as Keeper of the Great Seal of Scotland, 
I am one of the four Commissioners all 
appointed by Royal Warrant to safeguard 
the Regalia of Scotland, which includes 
the Stone of Destiny. One of the duties 
of the Commissioners is to ensure that 
the Stone is made available for use in 
Coronations and that it is subsequently 
returned to Scotland.”

The Stone of Destiny has been used for 
centuries in the coronations of monarchs 
and the inauguration of Scottish kings.  
The earliest use of the Stone and exactly 
how and when it became associated 
with king-making remains unknown, but 
legends around its origin strongly link 
it with kingship and the emergence of 
Scotland as a nation. The last Scottish king 
to be inaugurated using a Stone at Scone 
was John Balliol in 1292. In 1296, following 
his invasion into Scotland during the Wars 
of Independence, England’s king, Edward 
I, removed the Stone from Scotland along 
with the other royal regalia. Around 
1300 he had a chair built and installed at 
Westminster Abbey in London, designed to 
hold the Stone. This chair is now known as 
the Coronation Chair. The Stone was used 
in the coronation ceremonies of the  
monarchs of England and, later, Great Britain.  
James VI was crowned James I of England 
in Westminster Abbey on 25 July 1603, the 
first ruler of ‘Great Britain’ to be enthroned 
on the Stone of Destiny. The Stone of 
Destiny was officially returned to Scotland 
in November 1996 and put on display at 
Edinburgh Castle on St Andrews Day of 
that year.

Ceremony marks Stone of Destiny’s recent Coronation departure

HES staff Carrying the Stone of Destiny at the ceremony  
at Edinburgh Castle’s Great Hall.
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“The 2023 coronation of charles iii 
in Westminster abbey and the 2024 
relocation of the medieval Stone of Scone 
or Stone of Destiny to Perth’s new museum 
is rekindling interest in the future of this 
national icon, what stories to tell about 
it and how. There is an unparalleled 
opportunity to explore, for the first time, 
the Stone’s contemporary authenticity and 
social value in real time while it moves 
between multiple contexts. The Stone is 
the supreme example of an object defined 
across time and space by how diverse 
communities negotiate its authenticity or 
inauthenticity and contest its meanings.”

Professor Sally Foster, of the University of 
Stirling’s Faculty of Arts and Humanities, 
said as she was awarded a prestigious grant 
to explore the contemporary meanings and 
values of the Stone of Destiny. The Stone of 
Destiny, also known as the Stone of Scone, is 
an ancient symbol of Scotland’s monarchy, 
used for centuries in the inauguration of its 
kings. Seen as a sacred object, its earliest 
origins are unknown. Having been seized 
by King Edward I of England in 1296, in 
1950 it was removed from Westminster 
Abbey by four Scottish students, before 
being officially returned to Scotland in 1996. 
Today it is displayed alongside the Honours 
of Scotland at Edinburgh Castle. The stone 
recently temporarily left Edinburgh Castle 
for the coronation of King Charles III, and 
in 2024, will return to its Perthshire roots, 
moving there as the centrepiece of the new 
Perth Museum.

“unite has worked extremely hard over 
a number of years to ensure pay levels at 
Glasgow airport kept up with the cost of 
living. What is now on offer, across the 
board, is real terms pay cuts and poverty 
pay. We will now ballot our members, at 
these five companies based at Glasgow 
airport, because our members deserve 
better. it’s important to remember 
that it was unite members who kept 
the airport clean, safe and operation 
throughout the pandemic. They did 
all this while enduring cuts to pay and 
conditions. it’s time for these companies 
to reward this loyalty by paying up.”

Unite general secretary, Sharon Graham, 
said if airport-based companies don’t 
offer a decent wage rise then strikes are 
inevitable for the bust summer travel 
season at Glasgow International Airport. 
Union bosses have warned of a “summer 
of travel chaos” after over 400 staff at 
Glasgow Airport rejected a pay offer. 

Unite members undertake various roles 
including cleaning, airport security, 
airport fire safety, airfield operations 
officers, and engineering technicians. 
Staff at Edinburgh Airport are also 
considering strike action for the  
summer season.

“i think it’s too bad, she’s not been very 
helpful to Scotland and i don’t think she’s 
been a great person for Scotland and 
it’s too bad to hear what’s happening 
with her. You want people that love their 
country, this is a very special country, it’s 
too bad what’s happened to her.”

Former US President Donald Trump 
said about former, and longest serving, 
First Minister Nicola Sturgeon during a 
recent trip to Scotland. The comments 
were referencing the ongoing police 
investigation into the SNP’s finances which 
has seen resignations and public scrutiny.

“The vast majority of those on the 
metagama were heading for farm work, 
and all but 20 of them were young men, 
aged around 22. They were promised a lot, 
which wasn’t always delivered, because 
we found a lot of them who went into 
the farms quickly left and headed across 
the Great lake to Detroit where they had 
better pay in the Ford car factories.”

Malcolm MacDonald of the Stornoway 
Historical Society said at the centenary 
events which hundreds left the Outer 
Hebrides looking for work and a new 
life. The departure of the steamers SS 
Metagama (and SS Marloch) is considered 
one of the most important chapters in the 
history of Gaelic Scotland as nearly 600 
islanders departed the islands in a single 
week in April 1923, looking for a better life 
bound for Canada. The descendants of 
those passengers are now spread across 
North America.

“i had one glimpse of something like 
a torpedo going through the water. i 
did think this job was going to easier 
as i had a sighting in the first year and 
i thought it wouldn’t be long until a 
second sighting would come along. 
and that is where i’m stopped, at that 
moment, still waiting for that second 
glimpse of something unexplained. 
Because i am here full-time i speak 
to hundreds of people who do report 
something that we can’t identify.”

Steve Feltham who moved from 
England to the shores of Loch Ness in 
search of the Loch Ness Monster said. 
Mr Feltham moved to the picturesque 
Scottish Highland location in 1991 to 
find ‘Nessie’ and is still on the lookout. 
He has been included in the Guinness 
Book of World Records as the longest 
continuous vigil hunter for the Loch 
Ness Monster.

“We have pressed the uK government 
to rethink the damaging double-
digit duty rise on Scotch Whisky. 
it is hugely disappointing that 
the industry seems to be taken for 
granted, and that previous pledges 
that have been made to the industry 
will not be honoured.”

Chief Executive of the Scotch Whisky 
Association Mark Kent said they have 
launched a campaign to press the UK 
government to re-think the decision 
to increase duty on Scotch Whisky and 
other spirits by 10.1% from August. 
The #KeepTheCommitment campaign 
will ask the government to uphold the 
pledge made to the industry in 2019 to 
“ensure the tax system is supporting 
Scottish whisky.”

scotsPeak Scotspeak is a selection of quotes which made headlines in 
Scotland last month on a variety of current Scottish affairs.

scotworD
Clues ACross
8) Search for in Scots (6).

9) Harbour town north-east of Dundee (8).

10) If so, you call him Sir (8).

11) Kirk officials (6).

12) Town south-east of Elgin (5).

14) Know him as a Scot (3).

15) Scots waterways (5).

18)  Scots water demons (7).

20)  Location in Strathardle (7).

23)  Scots hillsides (5).

24)  Opposite of to (3).

25)  An Irish waterway (5).

29)  Become muddled (6).

31)  Resort east of Burntisland (8).

33)  Town south-east of Elgin (8).

24)  Finished work in Scotland (6).

Clues Down
1) A Scots apron (6).

2) Cosy (4).

3) Ancient town on the River Tay (5).

4) Scots swimmers! (7).

5) Tourist attraction of 9 Across (5).

6) Blue dye (4).

Here is a wee Scottish crossword for you to try! 
if you’re stuck, answers can be found on page 22.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8 9

10 11

12 13 14 15

16 17

18 19 20 21

22

23 24 25 26

27 28

29 30 31 32

33 34

7) Stiffened (8).

13)  A ram to a Scot (3).

16) A high Scots hill (3).

17) One to a Scot (3).

19)  Distillery east of Pitlochry (8).

21) Scots farm animal (3).

22) Bridge across the Clyde (7).

26) Room under the roof (6).

27) Foolish person (5).

28) Scots chimney corner (5).

30) A Scottish elevator! (4).

32) Low-lying ground to a Scot (4).

T
he Lyon 
College 
Scottish 
Heritage 

Program will have 
its 2023 Scottish Arts 
Summer School June 
11-16 on the Lyon 
College campus, 

2300 Highland Rd., Batesville, Arkansas. 
Lyon College’s Scottish Arts Summer School 
is a five-day-long camp that immerses 
participants in the Scottish arts. Participants 
will learn to pipe from some of the world’s 
best bagpipe instructors, including Willie 
McCallum, Jack Lee and Jimmy Bell. Kenton 
Adler works with beginner and novice 
pipers on technique, steady blowing, tuning, 

preparing for competition, and piping for 
weddings and funerals. McCallum, Lee and 
Bell will focus on more advanced techniques 
and tunes in piobaireachd and all forms of 
light music. For the duration of the program, 
participants who require housing will live on 
the Lyon College campus. Each participant 
should bring twin-sized bedding for his or 
her stay. Meals will be provided by Lyon 
College dining services.

Tuition for the Scottish Arts Summer 
School is $950 for participants who require 
housing and $650 for participants who do not 
require housing. All students under 18 may 
receive a $50 discount. All groups of three or 
more also will receive a $50 discount.

For more information and to register, call 870-307-
PiPe or email Jimmy Bell at James.Bell@lyon.edu.

Lyon College announces Scottish Arts Summer School

Piper Jack Lee.
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I
t has been quite a month. Not least 
with the crowning of a King. Here in  
the UK some twenty million people 
watched the monarch being 

inaugurated – with just over two thousand 
witnessing the proceedings in Westminster 
Abbey. Among them was yours truly.  
I was there because I am one of the King’s 
personal representatives. There are 98 
Lord-Lieutenants around the UK, and our 
role certainly keeps us busy. We are the 
links between the palace and the people. 
In short, we are the eyes and ears in our 
communities.

Among other things, Lord-Lieutenants 
facilitate royal visits. We present medals, 
support charities, and encourage folk 
to apply for royal volunteering awards. 

There was no encouragement needed to 
attend the coronation. To see history being 
made in such a historic place. The abbey 
is a royal church in the heart of London. 
It boasts a thousand years of history and 
since 1066, forty monarchs have been 
crowned there. It is a very English place  
of worship. Yet, on this occasion, Scotland 
played its part, too.

the stone of Destiny
The Stone of Destiny is the ancient symbol 
of Scottish monarchy. It is a grey sandstone 
block that for centuries, was used during 
the crowning of Scotland’s kings. But in 
1296 England’s Edward 1st seized the 
precious artefact and took it down  
to London. And there it stayed: this sacred 
relic going on to be used in the crowning 
of English, then British kings. But in 1996 
the stone was returned to its rightful 
country; my husband, the MacGregor clan 
chief, among the soldiers who escorted 
it, pipes wailing, back across the border. 
The deal was, it would be used in any 
future coronation. And so, the Stone of 
Destiny was brought from Edinburgh and 
placed in the abbey. Its presence, and a fair 
number of kilts, ensured that we made our 
presence felt!

I wore my MacGregor tartan suit, 
complete with red hat. And I had a 
good view of the proceedings: sitting 

in the nave, and able to spot the royals, 
politicians, and heads of state coming  
up the aisle.

an awesome experience
So how to describe this unique event? 
Breathtaking, splendid, majestic…  
All these words come to mind.  
Because whatever faults we have here  
in the UK, we do ceremony rather well.  
The costumes were colourful. The flags 
were inspiring, and the music was  
spine-tingling. An emotional mix of 
classical and choral resounding round the 
ancient walls. Yet the gold and the glitter 
apart, the grandeur and the old-fashioned 
rituals aside, this was also a service with a 
down to earth feel. Yes, there were the usual 
famous faces. Yes, there was no shortage  
of uniforms and important people. 
But there were a good number of local 
heroes present, too. Community champions 
and aid workers sat by Lords and Ladies.  
I was next to a man who runs a soup kitchen.  
Nearby was a woman who raises money 
for charity by making colourful quilts. 
These were ordinary folk who are doing 
extraordinary things. More than four 
hundred of them, a fifth of the audience, 
had been invited. They came from all over 
Britain – and there they were: sitting where 
the great and the good traditionally sat.  
It gave the service a warmer feel.  

Which was just as well. Because outside 
the abbey, the air was cold, and the 
heavens opened.

On the way back to the hotel I bought 
two umbrellas. Which brings the total at 
home to around eighteen. Then looking  
on the bright side, if push comes to shove, 
I can always open a brolly shop…  
Over those coronation days I appeared 
on Sky Australia. I also made a brief 
appearance on a British breakfast show - 
alongside the legendary singer/songwriter, 
Joan Armatrading. Remember the hits?!  
All the Way from America and Love  
and Affection? Being on TV with her 
was almost as good as seeing our newly 
crowned King and Queen…

Which we did, of course. The monarch 
and his wife walked bareheaded up  
the aisle. Two hours later King Charles and 
Queen Camilla came back down, each 
bearing a crown. He has great plans for 
the future. Importantly, he loves Scotland 
and spends a lot of time there. Despite a 
fall in support for the monarchy north of 
the border, I think he will do well. I do not 
know how many people watched in other 
parts of the world – in Australia and North 
America, for example - and I realise that a 
coronation is not everyone’s cup of tea.  
Yet I found it an awesome experience.  
Not least, hearing those stories of 
community effort and pride…

Lady MacGregor’s Scotland by: lady fiona 
MacGregor

Lady MacGregor of MacGregor – otherwise known as British writer and broadcaster Fiona Armstrong - works for ITV news 
and current affairs. Fiona’s husband is the Chief of Clan Gregor, Sir Malcolm MacGregor of MacGregor. She is an active 
member of Clan Armstrong, so their lives are interwoven with all things tartan. The couple live in the Scottish Borderlands, 
although filming and writing takes Fiona all over Scotland.

Lady Fiona and Joan Armatrading 
outside the abbey.

Lady Fiona with Scottish community 
leaders and charity workers.

GREATER MONCTON 
HIGHLAND GAMES & 
SCOTTISH FESTIVAL

New Brunswick, Canada
June 16 & 17, 2023

WWW.MONCTONHIGHLANDGAMES.COM
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C
rawick Multiverse, the spectacular 
artland and visitor attraction 
inspired by the science and 
mysteries of the cosmos, will host 

a week of family-friendly summer solstice 
celebrations. This year the Multiverse, near 
Sanquhar on the Dumfries and Galloway 
and Ayrshire border, is partnering with 
The Open University (OU) in Scotland 
for a series of inspirational, educational 
and entertaining events and activities 
between 18-24 June. On the longest day 
itself, Wednesday 21 June, the beautiful 

55-acre site will open at 4am for visitors to 
gather in a truly breath-taking setting and 
welcome the dawn.

A Sunrise Ceremony will be led by 
Open University professor of religious 
studies, Graham Harvey and professional 
storyteller, Gordon MacLellan. Gordon said: 
“Our Solstice Sunrise Ceremony will draw 
upon midsummer traditions from around 
the northern hemisphere, bringing together 
ancient British poetry with Scandinavian 
stories and more. Spiritual without being 
religious, this event will encourage visitors 
to pause and reflect upon their relationship 
with the world around them and appreciate 
this morning, this sunrise, one of the 
turning points of the year.”

the longest day
The longest day culminates with a Tilt 
Ceremony to mark the moment, at 3.57pm, 
when the sun reaches its highest point of 
the year in the sky. Visitors will also be able 
to enjoy music, performers, sensory tours, 
guided tours, yoga sessions and Tai Chi 
demonstrations and more. That evening  
will see the launch of Solstice Seminars; 

talks from leading specialists in space 
science from The Open University, 
including professors Monica Grady CBE, 
Stephen Peake and Mahesh Anand, in 
Sanquhar Town Hall. The week will come to 
a close on the Saturday with a Midsummer’s 
Day Family Picnic complete with more 
entertainment and a pop-up exhibition. 

The solstice celebrations offer a superb 
chance to explore Crawick Multiverse 
(designed by the late Charles Jencks) with 
its giant conical grass mounds representing 
colliding galaxies, long avenue of standing 
stones and other spectacular features 
inspired by the sun, stars, and other 
wonders of the cosmos. Cathy Agnew, 
Trustee, The Crawick Multiverse Trust said: 

“We’re thrilled to be inviting visitors and 
locals to mark the Summer Solstice in such 
spectacular surroundings. And it’s a huge 
pleasure to be working in partnership with 
The Open University in Scotland to offer a 
programme of events that will be fun and 
informative.”

Crawick Multiverse is a spectacular  
land art installation created by the late 
Charles Jencks and inspired by his thinking 
about space, astronomy and cosmology.  
Around 2,000 boulders were used to create 
Crawick Multiverse. The Sun Amphitheatre 
is at the heart of the Multiverse and can 
hold approximately 3,500 spectators.

For more information about crawick 
multiverse visit: www.crawickmultiverse.co.uk

Celebrate the summer solstice at the spectacular Crawick Multiverse

Storyteller Gordon MacLellan.  
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Ken your country

H
ow well do you know Scotland? 
To test your knowledge we have 
assembled ten fun questions on 
its geography, history and culture 

—but if you get stumped, the solutions 
can be found underneath. Good luck!

1)  Which of these famous Scots does not 
come from Glasgow: Billy Connolly, 
Sean Connery or Jimmy Logan?

2)  How long is the Royal Mile?  
A) 1 mile, 106 yards, B) 1 mile, 436 yards, or  
C) 2 miles, 26 yards?

3)  What stretches from Bridgeness on the 
River Forth to Old Kirkpatrick on the River 
Clyde and was completed in 139 AD?

4)  Where will you find Bonnie 
Prince Charlie’s tomb?

5) For what did Scotland’s Gruinard Island 
gain notoriety during World War Two?

6)  By which name is the city of 
Aberdeen also known?

7)  How many Inches are there 
in the River Forth?

8)  When and where was the Declaration 
of Independence signed?

9) Who helped Bonnie Prince 
Charles escape Skye?

10) To which Scottish queen did the 
horse Black Angus belong?

answers
1)  Sir Sean Connery, from Edinburgh.

2)  A) 1 mile, 106 yards.

3) The Antonine Wall.

4)  St Peter’s in the Vatican.

5) Germ warfare experiments were carried 
out there using anthrax. The island 
became known as Anthrax Island.

6)  The Granite City.

7)  Four-Inchgarvie, Inchcolm, 
Inchmickery and Inchkeith.

8)  1320 at Arbroath, also known as 
the Declaration of Arbroath.

9)  Flora MacDonald.

10) Mary, Queen of Scots.

Edinburgh’s Royal Mile is the heart of Scotland’s historic capital. Photo: VisitScotland.

The Scottish Banner is pleased to be 
offering the Tartan of the month series 
highlighting a variety of different, 
unique and colourful tartans from 
around the world which are registered 
with the Scottish register of Tartans 
in edinburgh. The Scottish register of 
Tartans was established by an act of the 
Scottish Parliament in November 2008 
and promotes and preserves information 
about historic and contemporary tartans 
from Scotland and throughout the world. 
Text and image use are courtesy of the 
Scottish register of Tartans (SrT).

T
he tartan was created to  
represent Monoceros, a faint  
star constellation lying to the  
east of Orion in the northern sky  

on the celestial equator, 700 light years  
from Earth. Derived from Latin – the  
name meaning ‘the Unicorn’ – the star  

formation was first recorded in 1612 by  

Dutch astronomer and clergyman  

Pertrus Plancius. The tartan is intended 

to visibly portray the pure white and grey 

shades of the Unicorn; the yellow pivot, a 

single gold stripe, represents the horn; the 

white pivot, and cluster of fine grey stripes, 

represents the Monoceros star chart. 

The Unicorn (a fabled creature being 

described since antiquity) appears in many 

cultures throughout the ages – importantly 

being linked to Scottish mythology  

for centuries. A symbol of masculinity and 

power, purity and innocence – the Unicorn 

was first used on the Scottish royal coat of 

arms by William I in the 12th century.  

This tartan (SRT reference: 13885) was 

designed by Mr Steven Patrick Sim, The 

Tartan Artisan, and registered in May, 2023.

Tartan of the Month

Monoceros Tartan

S
cotland’s best-selling cookbook 
author, Coinneach MacLeod, will be 
serving up the best of the Hebrides 
this summer at the Grandfather 

Mountain Highland Games. A seminar will 

be held Thursday, Friday, and Saturday at 
6PM in the Flora MacDonald Gammon 
Memorial Platform(otherwise known as 
the whisky tasting seminar platform). 
Each session is $45 and will include his new  
book, his singing, his story telling, tasting 
his special mix of cocktails, and enjoying 
a nibble of one of his ‘bakes’. To buy these 
tickets go to www.gmhg.org; select ‘All 
Tickets and Registrations Here’; scroll to 
the bottom left and select ‘Add-Ons’.

The Grandfather mountain Highland 
Games takes place July 6-9, 2023. For 
further information: (828) 733-1333, 
admin@gmhg.org, or www.gmhg.org.

The Hebridean Baker to attend the 
Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
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Celebrate the summer solstice at the spectacular Crawick Multiverse

P
iping Live! will return for its 20th 
edition this summer with an 
eclectic calendar of events from 
Saturday 12th - Sunday 20th 

August 2023. The world’s biggest piping 
festival annually attracts over 30,000 
attendees to Glasgow and this year the 
Piping Live! team hopes to bring in even 
more visitors, as it celebrates two decades 
as a cornerstone on the Scottish cultural 
calendar.

a real energy in the piping  
and drumming scene
Finlay MacDonald, Artistic Director for 
Piping Live!, said: “We are delighted to be 
launching the 20th edition of Piping Live! 
It’s incredible to think back on how much 
the festival has grown in the last 20 years. 
I’m extremely proud to be involved in the 

direction of what is now a major cultural 
and musical event for Scotland, and the 
global piping and traditional music scene. 
Piping is more popular than ever, there are 
more people from diverse backgrounds 
playing, the music is both steeped in 
tradition as well as forward-looking and 
innovative. This rise in popularity is in no 
small part down to the continued support 
from our audiences and the dedication 
of the teams behind Piping Live! and the 
World Pipe Band Championships. There’s 
a real energy in the piping and drumming 
scene in anticipation of Piping Live! this 
year. Glasgow is certainly going to be alive 
with music, friendship and camaraderie. 
The team here at the National Piping 
Centre have been working tirelessly to 
deliver the festival this year, despite some 
substantial funding cuts across the cultural 
events industry, so we really need public 
support now more than ever – please 
purchase tickets, please donate what 
you can and please encourage others 
to come out and enjoy the world-class 
performances we will be showcasing this 
August. Never has your support been more 
vital in ensuring this iconic festival, and 
the scene it supports, continues to thrive.”

The Pipe Major Alasdair Gillies 
Memorial Recital Challenge, Piping Live!’s 
flagship evening of solo piping, will be 
showcased at the Glasgow Royal Concert 
Hall’s Strathclyde Suite this year.  
The competition will pit five top solo 
pipers against each other as they take to 

the stage to perform a 25-minute medley 
of their favourite tunes. Annually a sell-out 
success, performances this year will come 
from Angus MacColl, Stuart Liddell, Sarah 
Muir, Callum Beaumont and the 2022 
champion Matt MacIsaac.

Pipe bands from across the globe
The International Quartet Competition 
will feature six of the top Grade I pipe 
band quartets in the world; Field Marshal 
Montgomery (Northern Ireland), Inveraray 
and District (Scotland), Manawatu Scottish 
(New Zealand), 78th Fraser Highlanders 
(Canada), Shotts and Dykehead Caledonia 
(Scotland) and People’s Ford Boghall and 
Bathgate Caledonia (Scotland). Each of the 
six bands from across the world will send 
four of their best pipers to compete in this 
head-to-head challenge ahead of the World 
Pipe Band Championships on Saturday 
19th August. Lowland and Borders Pipers’ 
Society presents inB – a new and exciting 
collaboration that celebrates the rich 
sounds of the Uilleann pipes and Scottish 
smallpipes pitched in the beautiful key of 
B. inB celebrates the important history and 
musical connection between Ireland and 
Scotland.

The Masters Solo Piping Competition 
will take place, with this prestigious 
competition being the qualifying event 
for the Glenfiddich Piping Competition. 
This huge day of performance will see 
the best soloists from across the world 
compete in Piobaireachd and Light Music. 

Piping Live!’s final day will showcase the 
internationally renowned Gordon Duncan 
Memorial Competition. This iconic event 
continues to celebrate Gordon’s links to 
Scotland, Ireland and Brittany. A plethora  
of free day time events, which will 
primarily take place at the festival’s iconic 
Street Café on McPhater Street, will 
include the ‘Emerging Talent’ stage where 
daily shows will be performed by up-and-
coming trad music groups, alongside 
performances by international artists from 
Brittany, Estonia and Ireland. The National 
Piping Centre’s auditorium will also host 
the Pipe Idol Final, when four solo players 
aged 21 and under will compete after 
winning their heat earlier in the week.

Pipe bands from across the globe will 
perform on Buchanan Street from 12 noon 
each day of the festival, including artists 
from Canada, USA, Australia, Belgium and 
of course Scotland. The Gig in the Gallery 
series will return to Kelvingrove Art Gallery 
and Museum, which will host a daily recital 
featuring international styles of bagpipes. 
There will also be talks and book launches 
across the event, and a special gallery of 
photos from across the festival’s 20 years 
will also be showcased. Live streaming 
will return to Piping Live!, with an exciting 
programme of live and premiered events 
and concerts to be announced.

Tickets and more program information 
on where and when each performance  
is happening are available at:  
www.pipinglive.co.uk.

Piping Live! 2023 set to celebrate 20th year

Piper Anna Smart.

CELEBRATE CELTIC CULTURE IN THE CANADIAN ROCKIES!

32nd Annual

Advance tickets and information at canmorehighlandgames.ca

Canmore Highland GamesCanmore Highland Games
September 2-3, 2023
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A 40-year-old family recipe never before 
trialled in competition has secured the first 
ever Haggis World Championship for North 
Lanarkshire butcher Coopers of Bellshill. 
Owner Laura Black admitted she entered the 
inaugural world title-chasing bid “in hope 
rather than expectation” as she lifted the 
coveted trophy at the Scottish Craft Butchers 
Trade Fair in Perth. And she couldn’t have 
been more delighted as she dedicated the 
win to her hard-working team who helped 
tweak and perfect the family recipe into 
a modern winner. “It’s the highlight of 
my career,” she thrilled. “I’m absolutely 
delighted. The world title is coming to North 
Lanarkshire, coming to Bellshill and coming 
to Coopers.” Laura’s family favourite fought 
off stiff competition from nearly 70 other 
Scottish hopefuls bidding to become the first 
Haggis World Champion and head judge 
John Wilkin, senior lecturer in food science 
at Abertay University, Dundee, described it 
as “near perfection”. “If there`s better haggis 
out there somewhere in the world then I 
want to taste it,” he said. “Laura’s haggis is 
worthy of the World Championship title – 
it’s absolutely superb.” Judges praised the 
standard of entry in this first championship, 
sponsored by Hamlyn of Scotland, 
describing it as a delicious celebration of 
the country’s best haggis. But it was Laura’s 
family staple that proved the ultimate 
winner in the fiercely contested showdown.

George Jarron, President of Scottish 
Craft Butchers (SCB) which hosted the new 
competition, said the event had proved 
a showcase for the best in the business. 
“We have been running a Scottish Haggis 
Championship for the past 30 years, but 
this is the first ever world championship,” 
he said. “We decided that haggis was such 
an iconic dish the world over that it was 
deserving of a global championship title 
to let the world know we had recognised 
and rewarded the very best. And it was only 
fitting that the first world title for a product 
so quintessentially Scottish should be staged 
in Scotland. There are few producers of our 
national dish that wouldn’t want to have a 
World Championship to their name, and 
we congratulate Laura and the team at 
Coopers of Bellshill for securing the first 
place on the international roll of honour.”

New attraction for aberdeen lights up

Creating cool social media content will be 
easy as A-B-Z for visitors and locals alike, 
after Aberdeen’s new landmark giant letters 
popped up recently at the city’s Castlegate. 

The letters, which spell out ABERDEEN, 
stand around 2m tall and are illuminated 
by 98,000 light bulbs, 750m of cables 
and 69,850 microchips. Manufactured 
in Aberdeen, the letters have in-built 
interactive technology to allow them to 
feature animated digital displays and 
change colour to celebrate holidays and 
events. The idea was drawn up by city 
business leaders to help encourage visitors 
to the city centre, as well as positively 
promoting the city on social media 
platforms such as Instagram. Aberdeen 
joins other cities around the globe which 
have a similar focal point, including 
Edinburgh, Brisbane, Toronto and the 
iconic Amsterdam letters. The letters will 
be located at the Castlegate with Union 
Street as its backdrop, but have been 
designed to be detachable and able to be 
moved to different locations around the 
city. Chris Foy, CEO of VisitAberdeenshire 
added: “The giant letters literally spell 
out the city’s bold approach to creating 
memorable experiences for its visitors 
and locals to enjoy. Photo-friendly 
installations have already proven to be a 
hit with visitors in cities around the world 
and I look forward to seeing the positive 
impact of the letters in the city centre.”

scotland marks coronation day

Events took place across Scotland to  
mark the Coronation of Their Majesties  
King Charles III and Queen Camilla.  
There were gun salutes at Edinburgh and  
Stirling Castles as well as ceilidhs, street  
parties and charity events. Big screens  
will also show the ceremony at locations  
including Princes Street Gardens in  
Edinburgh and Glasgow Cathedral. 

The First Minister, the Lord Advocate 
and the Permanent Secretary attended the 
event at Westminster Abbey. The King will 
be presented with the Honours of Scotland 
at a separate Scottish Service of Dedication 
and Thanksgiving, which will take place 
at St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh later 
this year. First Minister Humza Yousaf 
said ahead of the Coronation: “I will 
attend the Coronation ceremony as First 
Minister, on behalf of the Scottish people 
- and many people across the country 
will also take part in the celebrations by 
watching the ceremony on big screens, 

hosting street parties or taking part in 
charity or volunteering. I look forward to 
participating in the ceremony when His 
Majesty is presented with the Honours of 
Scotland at a Service at St Giles’ Cathedral 
later this year. The King’s longstanding 
connection to Scotland is well known - 
through his patronage of many Scottish 
charities and institutions, including the 
Prince’s Foundation. Queen Camilla has 
also built strong ties with communities over 
many years, including through her role as 
Chancellor of the University of Aberdeen.  
I know many people in Scotland will want 
to send their best wishes to King Charles III  
and Queen Camilla on this historic occasion.”  
The Royal Standard flew over St Andrew’s 
House in Edinburgh for the Coronation 
weekend. Further details of the service at 
St Giles’ Cathedral in Edinburgh which 
will likely take place in early July, including 
viewing opportunities for the public, will 
be issued in the coming weeks.

construction begins at 
sutherland, the uk mainland’s 
first vertical launch spaceport

Orbex has announced that construction has  
begun at Sutherland Spaceport (formerly  
known as Space Hub Sutherland) in Scotland,  
making this the first vertical launch 
spaceport to be built on the UK mainland.  
Located on the North coast of Scotland, 
the spaceport will be the ‘home’ spaceport 
of Forres-based rocket and launch services 
company, Orbex, which will use the site to  
launch up to 12 orbital rockets per year for  
the deployment of satellites into Earth’s orbit.  
Sutherland Spaceport is intended to 
become the first carbon-neutral spaceport 
in the world, both in its construction and 
its operation. One illustration of this is how 
peat lifted during the construction will be 
re-used to repair large areas of peatland 
that have degraded over centuries.

The establishment of a commercial 
spaceport in Sutherland is expected to 
support around 250 new employment 
opportunities in the Highlands and Islands 
over the coming years, including 40 jobs in  
Sutherland and Caithness. Economic impact  
assessments commissioned by Highlands 
and Islands Enterprise (HIE) conclude 
that the presence of the spaceport has the 
potential to generate almost £1 billion in 
gross value added (GVA) for the Highlands 
and Islands economy over the next 30 years.  
Uniquely, Orbex Prime is powered by a 
renewable bio-fuel, Futuria Liquid Gas, 
supplied by Calor UK. This fuel  
allows the rocket to reduce carbon 
emissions significantly compared to other 
similarly sized rockets being developed 
elsewhere around the world. A study by 
the University of Exeter showed that a 
single launch of the Orbex Prime rocket 
will produce 96 per cent lower carbon 
emissions than comparable space launch 
systems using fossil fuels. Prime is  
also a re-usable rocket which has been 

engineered to leave zero debris on Earth 

and in orbit. In preparation for the first 

launch, Orbex is performing a wide variety 

of integration tests, as well as testing 

launch procedures including rollout, 

strongback deployment and fuelling 

procedures. Kristian von Bengtson, Chief 

Development Officer and Interim CEO, 

Orbex: “Sutherland represents a new 

breed of spaceport, for a new breed of 

rocket. This is 21st century, agile spaceflight 

with sustainability at its core. With the 

construction of Sutherland Spaceport 

underway, this is an important piece of 

the puzzle that will make the UK a modern 

space nation. Just as importantly, we’re 

hopefully also setting the tone for how 

business can be a force for good, creating 

jobs and opportunities while minimising 

the impact upon the environment.”

Isle of rum looking to become 
europe’s first Dark sky Island

The Isle of Rum, located in Scotland’s 

Inner Hebrides has a wealth of wildlife 

and incredible untouched landscapes. 

However the local community is now also 

looking to the sky in a bid to be declared 

Europe’s andvery first ‘dark dky island’. 

A £10,000 fundraiser has been launched 

on behalf of the Isle of Rum Community 

Trust to buy sky-gazing equipment such as 

cameras, telescopes and weather stations 

as part opf the bid application to the 

International Dark-Sky Association (IDA), 

which they plan to submit by December 2023.  

The fundraiser states, ”We have the  

chance to protect our island’s dark  

skies and the wildlife that lives within,  

especially beneficial to our 120,000 Manx  

Shearwaters and countless sea birds that  

nest here during the Spring and Summer.  

With our application to the IDA, we will see  

long-term benefits to the community via 

more year-round opportunities, chances  

to create more employment and promote  

astro-tourism and bring extra visitors to the  

island through the ‘off season’.” 

The hopes are tourism will be increased 

during the slower winter months as 

people come to marvel the dark skies, 

stars and the incredible aurora borealis. 

The outcome of the bid is hoped to 

be known by mid-2024. Scotland is 

no stranger to great night skies with 

stargazers currently able to take in the 

dark night skies in Galloway Forest 

Park, the UK’s largest forest park, in 

Dumfries & Galloway and the Glenlivet 

and Tomintoul area of the Cairngorms 

National Park, both designated as ‘dark 

sky parks’. Also the tiny island of Coll 

on the west coast of Scotland has been 

designated a ‘dark sky community’ and 

the town Moffat in southern Scotland 

was named Europe’s first ‘dark sky town’.

In SCoTLAnD ToDAy

lanarkshire butcher crowned 
first haggis world champion

A gun salute at Edinburgh Castle. 
Photo: MoD Crown Copyright.

The Isle of Rum. Photo: VisitScotland.
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T
his month see the worldwide 
release of Outlander season 
seven. STARZ announced the 
June 16 return of its fan-favourite 

time-traveling drama series Outlander, 
confirming the upcoming seventh 
season will be split into two parts of eight 
episodes each, with the back half airing 
in 2024. It was previously announced that 
the seventh season would be an extended 
16 episodes. Additionally, STARZ released 
several first look images of the new season 
to quench the ‘Droughtlander’ thirst.  
The series has already been renewed for 
an eighth and final ten episode season and 
a prequel series, Outlander: Blood of My 
Blood centreing on Jamie Fraser’s parents 
has been greenlighted for a first season.

STARZ previously announced several 
new additions to the Outlander family, 
including Charles Vandervaart (Lost in 

Space) as William Ransom, Izzy Meikle-
Small (Snow White and the Huntsman) as 
Rachel Hunter and Joey Phillips (Casualty) 
as Denzell Hunter, joining returning fan-
favourites Caitríona Balfe as Claire Fraser, 
Sam Heughan as Jamie Fraser, Sophie 
Skelton as Brianna MacKenzie, Richard 
Rankin as Roger MacKenzie, John Bell as 
Young Ian, David Berry as Lord John Grey, 
Caitlin O’Ryan as Lizzie Beardsley and Paul 
Gorman as Josiah and Keziah Beardsley.

Season seven will again feature 
Outlander’s iconic theme song the Skye 
Boat Song, which will be performed by 
Irish singer Sinead O’Connor.

In Season 7, Jamie, Claire, and their 
family are caught in the violent birth pains 
of an emerging nation as armies march 
to war and British institutions crumble in 
the face of armed rebellion. The land the 
Frasers call home is changing – and they 
must change with it. In order to protect 
what they’ve built, the Frasers have to 

navigate the perils of the Revolutionary 
War. They learn that sometimes to 
defend what you love, you have to leave 
it behind. As the conflict draws them 
out of North Carolina and into the heart 
of this fight for independence, Jamie, 
Claire, Brianna, and Roger are faced 
with impossible decisions that have the 
potential to tear their family apart.

one epic tale
The Outlander television series is inspired 
by Diana Gabaldon’s international best-
selling books, which have sold an estimated 
50 million copies worldwide, with all nine 
of the books gracing the New York Times 
best-seller list. The Outlander television 
series has become a worldwide success with 
audiences, spanning the genres of history, 
science fiction, romance and adventure 
in one amazing tale. Outlander spans the 
genres of romance, science-fiction, history 
and adventure in one epic tale. It follows the 
story of Claire Randall, a married combat 
nurse from 1945, who is mysteriously  
swept back in time to 1743 Scotland.  
When forced to marry Jamie Fraser, a 
chivalrous young Scottish warrior, Claire’s 
heart is torn between two vastly different 
men in two irreconcilable lives.

Christina Davis, President of Original 
Programming for Starz, said in a statement. 
“The hit series Outlander embodies everything 
about our initiative including a powerful 
female lead character and an amazing 
team of storytellers. We look forward to 
following the adventures of Claire and Jamie 
in America during the Revolution as well as 
more time travel during this next season.”

Matthew B. Roberts, Ronald D. Moore, 
Maril Davis, Toni Graphia, Luke Schelhaas, 
Andy Harries, Jim Kohlberg, Caitríona Balfe 
and Sam Heughan executive produce the new 
season, based on the book, An Echo in The 
Bone and will focus on the struggles of Claire 
and Jamie amid the American Revolution. 
Filming for Outlander took place mainly in 
Scotland, which doubles for North Carolina.

The highly anticipated seventh season of 
outlander is set to premiere on Friday, June 16 
at midnight eT on the STarZ app, all STarZ 
streaming and on-demand platforms and 
internationally on the lioNSGaTe+ premium 
streaming platform in the u.K. on linear, it will 
debut on STarZ on Friday, June 16 at 8:00 Pm 
eT/PT in the u.S. and canada. New episodes 
will be available to stream weekly on Fridays 
at midnight on the STarZ app, all STarZ 
streaming and on-demand platforms and will 
air weekly on the STarZ linear platform. See: 
www.starz.com/us/en/series/outlander/21796

Richard Rankin “Roger MacKenzie”, 
Sophie Skelton “Brianna Fraser 
MacKenzie”.

Sam Heughan “Jamie Fraser”.
David Berry “Lord John Grey”, Charles 
Vandervaart “William Ransom”.

John Bell “young Ian”.

Caitríona Balfe “Claire Fraser”.

•	 Outlander features the story of Claire 
Randall, a Second World War combat 
nurse, who finds herself thrown back 
in time to the Jacobite Rising in 1743.

•	 The	Outlander TV show is based 
on a series of nine novels by Diana 
Gabaldon which have sold more  
than 50 million copies worldwide.

•	 The	Outlander novels have been 
published in 27 countries and 24 
languages, so far.

•	 Diana	Gabaldon	was	inspired	to	
create Outlander by an episode of  
Dr Who.

•	 Author	Diana	Gabaldon	had	never	 
visited Scotland before writing Outlander.

•	 Outlander was recently named the 
world’s ‘most bingeworthy’ TV show 
at a LA awards show.

•	 It	has	been	reported	that	the	 
Scottish actors do not wear  
anything underneath their kilts, in 
true Scottish fashion.

•	 The	show	has	sparked	a	Scots	tourism	
boom with visits to historical sites 
topping over five million visitors.

•	 Outlander is filmed in Scotland, 
primarily at the Wardpark Studios at 
Cumbernaud near Glasgow.

•	 Author	Diana	Gabaldon	was	given	in	
2020 the “International Contribution 
to Scottish Tourism” award at the 
Scottish Thistle Awards, for the 
‘Outlander Effect’ on Scotland’s 
tourism industry.

Did you know?

Return to Fraser’s Ridge with the highly 
anticipated seventh season of Outlander
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by: Judy Vickers

S
he is the last of her kind in the 
world. In her heyday she carried 
British royalty and a US First 
Lady and in her hour of need she 

has attracted support from a princess, 
celebrities and a mysterious millionaire 
benefactor. This year the iconic Clyde 
steamer TS Queen Mary celebrates her 
90th birthday, having been constructed 
in 1933 by shipbuilders William Denny in 
Dumbarton. And like any 90-year-old, she 
has seen ups and downs in her life, from 
the highs of carrying 13,000 passengers 
each week as “Britain’s finest pleasure 
steamer” to the lows of lying rusting in the 
English port of Tilbury and threatened with 
scrappage. Her next decade looks set to be 
bright though as a multi-million pound 
restoration aims to have her cruising 
again, for the first time since 1977, in 2025. 

Her anniversary year has started well with 
a £1 million donation from a mystery 
benefactor in April, taking campaign funds 
to almost half their £10m target.

the Glasgow boat
The charity which rescued the ship from 
Tilbury in 2015, Friends of TS Queen 
Mary, said at the time the “astonishing 
gift” would “turbo-charge” their efforts 
to ensure the much-loved vessel will sail 
again, added to a revival of a once-popular 
tradition – that of sailing “doon the watter”.

From the early 19th century, steamers 
carried thousands of city folk out and 
away from the factories and the industrial 
urban landscape of their Glasgow home 
for day trips to the scenic parts of Ayrshire, 
particularly during Glasgow Fair Week 
in July. Sailing “doon the watter” – the 
“watter” in question being the Clyde - was 
a familiar part of holiday life for many 
until the latter part of the 20th century 
when cheap airfares and package holidays 
abroad killed the trade. TS Queen Mary 
was the tenth (and final) turbine pleasure 
steamer built for Clyde service. She was the 
largest and most luxurious in the fleet and 
is now the last in existence. She was known 
as “the Glasgow boat” and sailed “doon the 
watter” from Glasgow to destinations such 
as Dunoon, Rothesay, Millport and Arran.

From the beginning her history was 
full of quirks - in the spring of 1935, at 
the request of Cunard White Star Line, TS 
Queen Mary was renamed Queen Mary 
II, so as to release the name Queen Mary  
for the liner then under construction at  
John Brown’s shipyard in Clydebank.  
She regained her original name in 1976 as  
the liner Queen Mary had retired from sailing.  
She hadn’t been in cruising service for long 
before war interrupted – she was called into  
service providing a lifeline mail and passenger  
service to the Scottish islands. Her wartime 
passengers included King George VI, Queen 
Elizabeth (the Queen Mother), the future 
Queen Elizabeth II, Princess Margaret and 
former US First Lady Eleanor Roosevelt.  
She returned to cruising duty after the war 
but the 1960s and 70s saw a decline in Clyde 

steaming’s popularity and her final sailing 
was in September 1977 before she was 
moored up in Greenock.

Then comes her most traumatic years. 
She was sold to Glasgow District Council in 
1978 with the idea of converting her into a 
museum but funds weren’t available and 
she was sold on again several times before 
she was towed to London in 1981. In 1987 
she underwent a £2.5m refurbishment and 
was moored at Victoria Embankment in 
London as a floating restaurant. In 2009, 
she had been sold yet again and was taken 
to Tilbury in Essex near London, from 
where she was due be taken to begin a new 
life in France as a floating restaurant and 
fitness centre. Lack of funds scuppered 
those plans and she was left to rot - by 
2015 she had prohibition notices slapped 
on her, barring her from leaving the port 
until hundreds of thousands of pounds 
in essential repairs were carried out. 
Scrappage loomed – but help was at hand.

an iconic part of scottish history
Friends of TS Queen Mary had been 
formed in 2012 by a group of enthusiasts 
alarmed by developments and keen to 
save such an iconic part of Scottish history. 
When the Port of Tilbury put the vessel 
up for sale, the Friends’ bid, funded by 
businessman Jim McColl, one of Scotland’s 
richest men, was accepted.

And this wasn’t the only time the Queen 
Mary was able to rely on friends in high 
places. Once in the hands of the charity, 
a campaign to have her repaired was 
launched in December 2015, headed by 
Harry Potter actor Robbie Coltrane.  

The Rutherglen-born star was a huge 
supporter of the TS Queen Mary until his 
death last year. “Robbie used to sail on the 
ship as a boy,” explains a spokesman for the 
Friends. “He had a very deep affection for 
the vessel. What many people don’t know 
is that Robbie was a massive fan of Clyde 
steamers, as well as classic ocean liners 
- not just the vintage cars, which most 
people associate him with. Robbie came  
on board as patron before the ship was 
brought back to Glasgow. He was very 
good friends with Sam Neill (a fellow actor 
who was born in Northern Ireland before 
moving to New Zealand as a boy). Sam also 
has an interest in ships and was delighted 
to become our Commonwealth patron, 
when Robbie approached him.”

Funds flooded in and the Queen Mary 
was towed back home to the Clyde in an 
epic voyage along the west coast of the UK.  
Repairs began in 2016 with the idea of 
turning her into a static heritage centre at 
Pacific Quay. But in April last year, Princess 
Anne, the Princess Royal, who has been 
royal patron of the ship for four years, 
revealed plans to allow the ship to sail 
once again. The £1m anonymous donation 
will be used to construct new steel decks 
to ensure the ship complies with modern 
maritime safety requirements - one of 
the biggest structural undertakings of 
the ongoing work. Iain Sim, chairman of 
Friends of TS Queen Mary, said: “Our work 
continues to restore an iconic British ship 
whose proud history serving the Clyde 
rekindles many memories for tens of 
thousands of Scots and others across the 
world.”

Princess Anne visits TS Queen  
Mary in 2022. Photo: Martin Shields.

Late Scottish actor Robbie Coltrane.  
Photo: Friends of TS Queen Mary.

The TS Queen Mary -Celebrating 90 years ‘doon the watter’

The TS Queen Mary. Photo: David Millar.

The Queen Mary in the 1950s. Photo: Richard orr.
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tHIs MoNtH IN scottIsH HIstorY
Names & Places In The News From Today And The Past

1 - Dr Henry Faulds, who established the uniqueness 
of fingerprints, born in Beith, Ayrshire. 1843
1 - First Tay Rail Bridge opens. It was to collapse 18 
months later in the Tay Bridge Disaster. 1878
1 - Gaelic Language (Scotland) Act of the 
Scottish Parliament establishes Bòrd na 
Gàidhlig to secure the status of Scottish Gaelic 
as an official language of Scotland. 2005
2 - Prince Henry St Clair (Sinclair) 
reputed to have landed in Nova Scotia, 
having sailed from Orkney. 1398
2 - James Douglas, 4th Earl of Morton, 
beheaded in Edinburgh Grassmarket, accused 
of the murder of Lord Darnley. 1581
2 - Clothes rationing introduced as a war-time 
measure. The British government needed 
to reduce production and consumption of 
civilian clothes to safeguard raw materials 
and release workers and factory space for war 
production. It was not lifted until 1949. 1941
3 - James Hutton, founder of modern 
geology, born. 1726
3 - Poet Robert Tannahill born in Paisley. 1774
3 - The company formed by John Logie 
Baird televised the Epsom Derby which was 
then transmitted by the BBC. 1931
4 - First recorded inter-club golf match - 
between Edinburgh Burgess Golfing Society 
and Bruntsfield Links Golf Club. 1818

4 - General Post Office introduces the first 
postbus in Scotland, Dunbar–Innerwick–Spott, 
East Lothian. Postbus services by Royal Mail 
were used replace rapidly declining local bus 
and rail services in rural areas and transport 
mail, people and even groceries. 1968
4 - London’s Wembley Stadium was vandalised by 
jubilant Scottish fans after a thrilling 2-1 victory 
over the Auld Enemy. Following the match, 
Scottish supporters invaded the pitch and caused 
an estimated £15,000 worth of damage. 1977
5 - An Act of the Scottish Parliament came into force 
“concerning the Office of Lyoun King of Armes and 
his brether Heraldis” creating the best regulated 
system of armorial bearings in Europe. 1592
5 - The HMS Hampshire sank off the coast of Orkney. 
It was one of the First World War’s worse naval 
disasters with the loss of 737 men, including the 
Secretary of State for War, Lord Kitchener. 1916
5 - Referendum held on British Membership 
of the European Community. In Scotland 
the vote was “Yes” 1,332,286; “No” 948,039. 
Turnout was 61%. Only Shetland and Western 
Isles had majorities against. 1975
6 - Thomas Blake Glover, founding father of 
Japan’s industrialisation (including Mitsubishi) 
and Japanese Navy, born Fraserburgh. 1838
6 - Sir John A MacDonald, the Scottish-born 
Canadian statesman, died. MacDonald 
was considered to be the architect of the 
Confederation of Canada and served twice as 
the first Prime Minister of the unified Dominion, 
between 1867-73 and 1878-91. 1891
7 - Robert the Bruce died, at Cardross Castle, 
Dumbarton, aged 54. Bruce’s heart was then taken 
to Melrose Abbey, with his body having earlier 
being buried at Dunfermline Abbey. 1329
7 - Sir James Young Simpson, pioneer of 
anaesthetics and chloroform, born. 1811

7 - Charles Rennie Mackintosh, the celebrated 
architect, painter and designer, was born. 
Regarded as one of the foremost British figures in 
the art nouveau movement, and as the principal 
exponent of the “Glasgow Style”, Mackintosh was 
born in the Townhead area of the city. 1868

8 - Robert Stevenson, engineer, who constructed 18 
lighthouses around Scotland, born Glasgow. 1772
8 -The Earl of Seaforth raised a regiment for 
the American War from the MacKenzie’s and 
MacRae’s of Ross-shire and Sutherland. 1778
9 - St Columba died on Iona. Columba founded a 
monastery on Iona which was to become one of the 
leading centres of Christianity in Western Europe, 
and the base from which Columba launched his 
successful mission to convert the Pictish nation. 597
9 - First US troops (over 10,000 men) disembark 
from Queen Mary on the River Clyde. 1942
10 - James Francis Stuart born. In honour of 
the “Old Pretender”, this is known as “White 
Rose Day” in Jacobite circles. 1688
10 - Battle of Glenshiel, Jacobites with Spanish 
assistance, and government forces clashed. 1719
10 - Death of King George I and 
accession of George II. 1727
10 - Construction of the Forth and Clyde canal 
started. It was to take 22 years to complete. 1768

10 - The floral clock in Princes Street Gardens, 
Edinburgh, began operation - initially driven by 
clockwork and with only an hour hand. Edinburgh’s is 
believed to be oldest floral clock in the world. 1903
10 - Sir Jackie Stewart, three-times world motor 
racing champion, born in Dunbartonshire. 1939
11 - Battle of Sauchieburn during which 
King James III died attempting to subdue 
a group of rebel barons. 1488
11 - Marie of Guise, widow of King James V 
and Queen Regent of Scotland, died. 1560
11 - First oil pumped ashore from British 
oilfields in the North Sea. 1975
12 - Sir David Gill, Scottish astronomer, was 
born. Gill was noted for his measurements of 
solar and stellar parallaxes, which accurately 
revealed the distances of the Sun and other 
stars to Earth. He was also a pioneer in the use 
of photography to map the heavens. 1843
12 - Isle of Eigg Heritage Trust acquires the island. 
The community ownership group manage the 
island which has just over 100 residents and it is the 
second largest of the Small Isles after Rum. 1997
13 - Birth of James Clerk Maxwell, first Professor of 
Experimental Physics at Cambridge University.  
He created the electromagnetic theory of light. 1831
13 - Rate of price inflation reached 
25% in the UK. 1975
14 - Queen Mary, Aquitania, Empress of 
Canada, and Empress of Britain arrive in 
the River Clyde with the first contingent of 
Australian and New Zealand troops. 1940
14 - John Logie Baird, inventor of the 
first television, died. 1946
15 - Queen Mary leaves Greenock, taking 
nearly 15,000 GI’s home to US. 1945
15 - A second devasting major fire takes 
hold at Glasgow School of Art. The blaze that 
gutted the iconic Charles Rennie Mackintosh 
building and devastated the neighbouring 
02 ABC concert venue. 2018
16 - Siege of Dunbar Castle by the 
English was raised. 1338

16 - Thomas Mitchell Morris or ‘Old Tom Morris’, 
the world’s first professional golfer and the father 
of modern greenkeeping. He was a 4 time Open 
Champion, and was born in St Andrews, the home 
of golf. 1821

16 - Henry McLeish, Scottish Labour politician, 
was born. McLeish began his working life as 
a footballer for East Fife, but soon entered the 
political arena, serving from 1987 as MP for 
Central Fife. His career reached its zenith with 
his appointment as First Minister of the Scottish 
Executive, succeeding Donald Dewar. 1948
17 - Wolf of Badenoch burns Elgin Cathedral. 1390
17 - Mary Queen of Scots was imprisoned at the 
island fortress of Loch Leven Castle. She eventually 
escaped, never to step foot in Scotland again. 1567
17 - Charles Macintosh patented the waterproof 
cloth he was using to make raincoats. 1823
18 - Pacification of Berwick, Charles I forced 
to withdraw from Scotland and recognise an 
independent Scottish Parliament. 1639
18 - Flora MacDonald met Prince Charles 
Edward Stuart and persuaded him to wear 
women’s clothes as part of the escape plan 
from the Outer Hebrides to Skye. 1746
19 - Mary Queen of Scots gives birth to the future 
King James VI of Scotland and I of England. 1566
19 - Coronation of King Charles 
I at Holyrood. 1633
19 - “Day of Public Thanksgiving” on 
Restoration of Charles II as King. 1660
19 - Earl Haig, Commander in Chief of British forces 
1915-18, founder of British Legion, born. 1861
19 - Sir J M Barrie, author of Peter Pan died. 1937
20 - Adam Ferguson, philosopher, historian, “Father 
of Sociology” born Logierait, Perthshire. 1723

20 - New Tay Rail Bridge opened, then the longest 
in Britain. The Tay Rail Bridge crosses the Firth of 
Tay and connects Dundee with the Fife. 1887
20 - First announcement of the discovery of 
high-grade crude oil in the North Sea. 1969
21 - Robert Napier, regarded as the 
“Father of Clyde shipbuilding” was born. 
He died on 23 June, 1876. 1791
21 - Scottish explorer Mungo Park reached the 
source of the river Niger in Africa. 1796
21- More than 50 German warships were scuttled 
at Scapa Flow, Orkney. It was the single greatest loss 
of warships in history, and the sailors killed that day 
were the last fatalities of World War One. 1919

21 - Riverside Museum in Glasgow opens to 
the public. The purpose-built Museum replaced 
the previous home for the city’s transport 
collection, at the city’s Kelvin Hall and is located 
on the banks of the River Clyde. 2011
21 - The Peebles Hoard, comprising Bronze 
Age horse harness, a sword and other artefacts 
dating back to between 900BC and 1,000BC, 
is discovered in a field near Peebles in the 
Borders by a metal detectorist. 2021
22 - At the Battle of Bothwell, the Covenanters 
were defeated by royal troops led by the Duke of 
Monmouth near Glasgow. Ideological differences 
among the Covenanters factionalised them, and 
the resulting disorganisation contributed to the 
ease of the Royalists’ victory. Although deaths on 
the field were few, 200 were killed later. Of the 
1400 captured or surrendered, another 258 were 
shipwrecked while being transported in The Crown 
of London. The battle features in fictional form 
in Sir Walter Scott’s novel Old Mortality. 1679
22 - Malt Riots, Glasgow - against higher 
taxes imposed on Scottish malt. 1725
23 - Charles II sailed into the estuary of 
the river Spey and signed the Covenant 
before going ashore. 1650
23 - Singer Kenneth McKellar born. McKellar died 
of pancreatic cancer, at the age of 82 in 2010. 1927

24 - Robert the Bruce defeated Edward II at 
Battle of Bannockburn. The battle was one of the 
most famous events in the wars of independence. 
It saw the Scottish king, Robert the Bruce, win 
a key victory over the English forces of King 
Edward II, despite being outnumbered two-
to-one and facing what was regarded as the 
finest army in the medieval world. 1314
24 - The birth of Admiral Sir John Ross, 
Scottish Polar explorer. In 1818 he went in 
search of the Northwest Passage but turned 
back after exploring Baffin Bay. 1777
25 - David Douglas, explorer and botanist, 
born at Scone, Perthshire. In addition to the 
Douglas Fir, he brought back to Europe lupins, 
phlox, penstemmon, sunflowers, clarkia, 
Californian poppy, mimulus, flowering currant, 
rose of sharon and mahonia. 1799
25 - Wallace statue unveiled at the Wallace 
National Monument, Stirling. 1887
25 - Lord Boyd Orr, biologist and 
Nobel Prize Winner, died. 1971
25 - Seven Scots, including John Stuart Forbes, 
were in the US 7th Cavalry with General Custer 
at the Battle of the Little Big Horn. 1876
25 - The first Sherlock Holmes story by 
Edinburgh-born author Arthur Conan Doyle 
was published in theStrand magazine. 1891
26 - James IV crowned king at the age of 
15 at Scone. He reigned until 1513 when 
he fell with the flower of Scotland’s nobility 
at the Battle of Flodden Field. 1488
26 - Darien Company formed to set up 
a Scottish colony in Panama. 1695
26 - King George IV died, aged 67 (and William 
IV ascended the throne). George IV is reckoned 
to be Britain’s fattest king. His favourite breakfast 
was two roast pigeons, three beefsteaks, a 
bottle of white wine, a glass of champagne, 
two of port and one brandy. 1830
27 - King James VI (aged 8) escaped 
from Castle Ruthven. 1583
27- Robin Hall, Scottish folk singer and 
musician, was born. Hall achieved national 
fame in partnership with fellow Scot, Jimmie 
MacGregor, on the BBC TV show, Tonight. His 
hits included The Mingulay Boat Song and Ye 
Cannae Shove Yer Grannie Aff a Bus. 1937
27- The Royal Navy’s new aircraft carrier leaves its 
home port for the first time. HMS Queen Elizabeth 
- one of two new carriers being built at Rosyth 
dockyard in Fife at a cost of more than £6bn - is to 
begin sea trials. The ship passed under the Forth 
Bridge just before midnight. It is the largest warship 
ever built for the Royal Navy. The flight deck alone is 
the size of three football pitches. The ship can operate 
with a crew of 1,000 and 40 aircraft. The 65,000 tonne 
warship was the Royal Navy’s first aircraft carrier 
since HMS Illustrious was scrapped in 2014. 2017
28 - Flora MacDonald and Bonnie Prince Charlie 
set sail from Benbecula to Skye. After Culloden, the 
Prince had a high price on his head. He came to 
Benbecula, and Flora helped him escape to Skye by 
disguising him as her Irish maid, Betty Burke. 1746

28 - The Forth and Clyde Canal opened.  
The 35-mile course from Bowling to Grangemouth 
is the longest of the Lowland canals. It was 
formally abandoned in 1962. Its re-opening in 
2001 was part of the Millenium Link scheme, 
allowing waterway travel from Edinburgh to 
Glasgow by linking to the Union canal via the 
remarkable Falkirk Wheel boat lift. 1790
29 - Scottish actor Ian Bannen, was born. Bannen 
appeared in more than 60 British and American 
films. These include The Flight of the Phoenix (1965) 
for which he received an Oscar nomination for Best 
Supporting Actor. He died in 1999, aged 71. 1928
30 - Start of trial for murder of Madeleine Smith who 
was eventually found “Not Proven”. The daughter of 
a Glasgow architect, James Smith, this most eligible 
of society ladies was accused in 1857 of murdering 
her alleged former lover, Emile L’Angelier. 1857
30 - James Loughran, Scottish conductor, 
was born in Glasgow. Loughran first came 
to notice when he won the Philharmonia 
Orchestra’s Conducting Competition in 1961, 
and soon became principal conductor of the 
BBC Scottish Symphony Orchestra. 1931
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by: Paul Hughes

T
he Scots College Pipes and Drums 
tour to New York was a unique and 
exciting experience for the 25 band 
boys involved. New York City has a 

rich history of Scottish and Irish heritage, 
and the sounds of the bagpipes and drums 
certainly add to the atmosphere of the city.  
The tour included performances at various  
venues throughout the city, such as parades,  
concerts, and cultural events and the band  
even took the opportunity to do a flashmob  
performance in Grand Central Station. 

The boys performed a 1-hour pipes and 
drums concert in Central Park. The band 
marched through Central Park gathering 
a huge crowd. Having the opportunity 
to see the boys perform in Central Park’s 
Naumburg Bandshell was amazing. 
Central Park’s Naumburg Bandshell is an 
original feature of the Park and has come 
a long way from its beginnings as a mere 
classical music arena. The site of both a 
speech delivered by Martin Luther King Jr. 
and a eulogy read for John Lennon, it has 
become a place of historical importance 
within the park. The band performed a 

range of traditional and contemporary 
pieces and our two youngest boys on  
tour performed a great duet of Flower  
of Scotland. The 300-strong audience 
who had just been passing and relaxing 
in the park stayed for the full concert and 
cheered the band as they finished the 
concert by marching back through  
Central Park.

Grateful audiences
Next for the band was a performance at the  
Buckley School. The boys performed a concert  
for the 400 Buckley students and staff.  
It was incredibly well received and both 
schools had a fantastic time together. 
The highlight for the Buckley School was 
certainly the drummer’s salute and the 
Drum Majors flourish. The Buckley  
students were fascinated with the band and 
we even managed to give the boys and staff 
the opportunity to try some instruments.

While in New York the band was 
honoured to be invited to perform for the 
Tartan Day organisers and performed two 
concerts in Bryant Park. With the most 
incredible backdrop of New York City the 
band performed for extremely grateful 
audiences. The band had a great opportunity 
to hear other pipe bands, folk bands and 
choirs which was greatly appreciated.  

As the Bryant Park concerts came to an 
end The Scots College and St Columba’s 
Pipe Band (Scotland) performed together 
and marched through the park. This was 
a great opportunity for both bands to 
combine and have a few tunes together.

Marched with great pride
While taking a stroll through the city 
after performing our second Bryant Park 
concert the band thought it would be a 
great idea to do a flashmob performance 
in Grand Central Station. The College 
Pipe Major struck up his pipes in the 
main terminal and instantly the public 
stopped to watch him. As more and more 
pipers joined in, we could see more and 
more passengers gather around the band. 
Once the drummers joined in and filled 
the main terminal with Waltzing Matilda 
the flashmob band had hundreds of 
commuters gathered around to listen 
to the band. This was a very memorable 
experience for all involved and was aired 
on Australian and American television 
shows. The band had the opportunity to 
visit some of the city’s famous landmarks 
and attractions, such as the Statue of 

Liberty, the Empire State Building, Times 
Square and many more. The boys also 
attend a number of sporting events in 
Maddison Square Gardens and Yankee 
Stadium. In 1999, two pipe bands and a 
small but enthusiastic group of Scottish 
Americans, led by Grand Marshal and 
Academy Award-winning actor Cliff 
Robertson, marched from the British 
Consulate to the UN in the first New 
York City Tartan Day Parade. Since then, 
the annual NYC Tartan Day Parade 
has brought together thousands of 
people from across the globe providing 
meaningful connections through the 
celebration of Scottish heritage and culture. 

The Scots College, Sydney Pipes and 
Drums finished the New York tour by 
parading down 6th Avenue as part of  
the NYC Tartan Day Parade. The parade 
was filled with great sounds and  
tartan uniforms. With thousands of 
supporters cheering on, our boys stood tall 
and marched with great pride. The Pipes 
and Drums tour to New York provided 
our students with so many unforgettable 
memories and a deep appreciation for the 
city’s rich culture and history.

The Scots College Pipes and Drums at NYCTW

GLASGOW INTERNATIONAL 
PIPING FESTIVAL

www.pipinglive.co.uk
12th - 20th August 2023

EDITION
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Partan Bree 
(crab soup)
Ingredients:
1 large cooked crab
2 oz./50g or ¼ cup rice
1 pint/600ml or 2½ cups milk
1 pint/600ml or 2½ cups liquor from 
boiling the crab
¼ pint/125ml or ¾ cup single cream
Salt and pepper
Finely chopped chives

Method:
Remove all the meat from the crab, keeping the  
claw meat separate. Cook the rice in a pan with  
the milk and water until tender. Liquidise this 
with the brown body meat from the crab.  

Add the white meat and cream and reheat. 
Add salt and pepper to taste. If the partan 
bree is too thick, you can add some more 
milk if required. Serve garnished with fresh, 
green, finely chopped chives.

Oven chips

Ingredients:
2 large, sweet potatoes, scrubbed
1-2 large potatoes, scrubbed
4 sprigs thyme, leaves only

1 tsp. ground cumin
1 pinch chilli flakes
1 tbsp. olive oil
2 tsp. hot smoked paprika
sea salt flakes

Method:
Preheat the oven to 220C/425F/Gas 7.  
Cut the sweet potatoes into thick wedges 
and put into a large mixing bowl. Cut the 
white potatoes into slightly thinner wedges 
(they take longer to cook so need to be 
slightly smaller for an equal cooking time) 
and add to the bowl. Add the remaining 
ingredients and toss until the wedges are 
evenly coated. Season with sea salt then 
spread over a non-stick baking tray in an 
even layer. (Put the sweet potatoes in the 
centre and the white potatoes round the 
edge of the tray where it will be hotter.) 
Cook for 20-25 minutes, checking after 10 
minutes, shaking and turning occasionally, 
until cooked through. If the sweet potatoes 
are cooked before the others are ready 
then remove them from the oven and leave 
the rest to cook for longer.

Poached herby Scottish 
trout with fennel
Ingredients:
2 fennel bulbs
2 tbsp. olive oil
1 onion, peeled and finely chopped
garlic-cloves; peeled and crushed
1½ 400g cans of chopped tomatoes
175 ml./6 fl. oz. dry white wine
4 fresh Rainbow Trout fillets (you can 
substitute with tuna, white seabass, 
flounder, tilapia, and tilefish)
1 tbsp. fresh dill, chopped
2 tbsp. fresh parsley, chopped
2 tbsp. fresh thyme, chopped

Method:
Trim the base and feathery tops off each 
fennel bulb and discard. Slice each bulb 
finely from top to bottom, then cut each 
slice in half. Heat the oil in a large deep 
frying pan, and fry the onion and garlic 
for 3 to 4 minutes until softened. Add the 
chopped tomatoes and stir thoroughly 
into the onions and garlic. Cook for 2 to 
3 minutes until slightly reduced. Remove 
the pan from the heat and stir in the fennel 
slices until well mixed in. Pour in the wine, 
season with salt and freshly ground black 
pepper, and stir thoroughly. Lay the trout 
fillets on top of the sauce and sprinkle over 
the chopped herbs. Bring to the boil and 
simmer for 15 minutes, until the trout is 
cooked, and the sauce has reduced.  
Serve with new potatoes. Serves four.

Auld Reekie Pudding
Ingredients:
50g./2oz. butter
2 eggs
50 g/2 oz. flour
50g/2 oz. castor sugar
Vanilla or lemon, for flavouring

Method:
Place the butter in a bowl and lightly warm 
it over a gentle heat. When half melted, 
beat it to a cream. Whisk the two eggs 
and add them gradually while beating the 
butter. Slowly add the flour and the castor 
sugar, and flavour the mixture with vanilla 
or lemon. Pour into a buttered mould and 
bake in a moderate oven for approximately 
30 minutes.

Drambuie truffles
Ingredients:
100g/4 oz. plain chocolate
3 tbsp. Drambuie
40g/1½ oz. butter
50g/2 oz. icing sugar
50g/2 oz. ground almonds
25g/1oz. raisins
Chocolate vermicelli
Glace cherries, for decoration

Method:
Melt the chocolate, Drambuie and butter 
in a basin over hot water. Beat in the  
icing sugar, ground almonds and raisins.  
Chill, then roll into 20 small balls.  
Coat them with the chocolate vermicelli.  
Place the truffles into sweet cases and 
decorate with a piece of glace cherry on each.

Abernethy Biscuits

Ingredients:
225g/8 oz. flour
75g/ 3oz .margarine
2 tbsp. sugar
1 egg
I teaspoonful baking powder
Milk

Method:
Rub the margarine into the flour and the 
baking powder. Add the sugar and mix to a  
stiff paste with the beaten egg and the milk.  
Roll out to a large biscuit and prick the 
surface with the prongs of a fork.  
Bake in the oven at 375F/190 C/Gas Mark 
5, for approximately 10 minutes.

Perkins
Ingredients:
250g/9oz. flour
250g/9oz. oatmeal
125g/4.5oz. butter
180g/6.5oz. caster sugar
180g/6.5oz. golden syrup
1½ tsp baking soda
1 egg
30g/1oz. halved blanched almonds
1 tsp. mixed spice
1 tsp. ginger
1 tsp. cinnamon

Method:
Set oven to 160C/320F/Gas Mark 3.  
Sieve dry ingredients then rub in the butter.  
Add the egg and syrup and mix to a stiff dough.  
Roll into pieces the size of a large marble 
and place half an almond on each.  
Bake for approx. 10-15 minutes, until 
evenly brown. Cool on a wire tray and store 
in an air-tight tin.

Bannockburn cocktail
Ingredients:
1 nip whisky (whiskey,bourbon)
1 dash Worcestershire sauce
1 dash tomato juice
slice lemon

Method:
Pour into a cocktail glass and garnish with 
a slice of lemon.

In THE SCoTTISH KITCHEn

The Argyll Hotel Glasgow 
973 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, G3 7TQ
Phone: + 44 (0) 141 337 3313   
Web: www.argyllhotelglasgow.co.uk

973 Sauchiehall Street, Glasgow, 
Scotland, G3 7TQ

Tel 00 44 (0) 141 337 23313 
Fax 00 44 (0) 141 337 3283

info@argyllhotelglasgow.co.uk
www.argyllhotelglasgow.co.uk

Enjoy 3 nights Bed & Breakfast and a delicious dinner on the first 
evening.

Terms & Conditions: Prices are for 2 adults sharing a twin/double room three 
consecutive nights. Dinner is based on our pre-theatre (2 course) menu. Offer 
does not apply to room service. Single supplements apply; phone for details. 

Subject to availability. 

3 Night stay for £150Planning to visit Glasgow?
The Argyll Hotel Glasgow is a 3 star hotel providing accommodation in Glasgow city centre.  
This Glasgow hotel is a family-run, traditional Georgian built hotel, recently refurbished to a very  
high standard. All our ensuite rooms offer their own charm and individuality, and whether it’s business 
or pleasure that brings you to Glasgow, you will find a warm friendly atmosphere at our hotel.  
We are located on Sauchiehall Street within easy reach of both Glasgow city centre, close to Glasgow 
University and Glasgow’s famous West End, within walking distance of Kelvingrove Art Gallery, SECC 
Glasgow, The Hydro Arena, Buchannan Galleries, West End Theatres, Glasgow Science Centre.

Also available  
The Argyll Guest House  
Glasgow-Budget Bed and  
Breakfast accommodation in Glasgow.
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by: eric bryan

I
n the early 20th century, imported 
mass-produced American-made 
farm tractors dominated the market 
in Britain. But these tractors were 

designed mainly to work the vast flatlands 
of the American Midwest, and weren’t 
ideally suited to operating on hilly and 
muddy Scottish farmlands. With an eye 
toward creating a tractor fitted for working 
in such British conditions, W Guthrie, in 
conjunction with John Wallace & Sons 
Farm Implements and the DL Motor 
Manufacturing Co of Motherwell, designed 
the Glasgow Tractor. Drawn up specifically 
to be compatible with Scotland’s 
challenging terrain, the Glasgow was not 
only an all-wheel drive tractor, but was in a 
three-wheeled configuration – not as you’d 
expect with two wheels in the back and 
one in front as with a crop-row tractor, but 
with two in the front and one in the back. 
This layout, combined with its weight 
distribution and low centre of gravity 

made the tractor resistant to overturning. 
The three-wheeled AWD system offered 
more stability than did a four-wheeled 
configuration, as it was less likely that one 
of the wheels would lift clear of the ground 
on steep or awkward landscapes. As a 
Glasgow advertisement stated, ‘The secret 
of the “Glasgow’s” splendid work on steep 
gradients is its three-wheel drive.’

Improved traction
Each of the Glasgow’s wheels could be 
fitted with spuds for improved traction, 
while the machine’s even weight 
distribution reduced bogging. The 
tractor’s AWD, with all wheels powered 
and turning cooperatively, meant that if 
one wheel slipped in a rut or got stuck 
against an obstacle, the other wheels kept 
turning and helped to free the slipping or 
trapped wheel. More Glasgow advertising 
somewhat sensationally claimed, ‘The 
“Glasgow” will climb and pull a plough 
anywhere. It cannot turn over. It will 
not dig in, tip up, slip or skid – points of 
superiority, due to all its three wheels 
being driven.’ The Glasgow’s steering 
system, rather than turning the rear or 
front wheels, slowed one of the front 
wheels while the other wheels kept 
rotating at a consistent speed, causing the 
vehicle to pivot on the slowed wheel and 
so turn the tractor. The driver’s iron basket 
seat was positioned all the way at the back 
of the machine, behind the rear wheel. 
From this perch, the operator had a full 
view of the front wheels as well as of the 
hitching and lift mechanisms which were 
positioned below the seat.

the scottish tractor
Debuting at the 1919 Lincoln Tractor 
Trials, the Glasgow made a strong and 
favourable impression. At this gathering, 
W Guthrie drove the tractor up a 1 in 7 
grade and pulling four 12 x 10 inch ploughs 
which usually required four horses to 
drag, ploughed one acre per hour. The 
Commercial Motor reported that the 
Glasgow attracted much interest at the 
trials, and pulled impressively. ‘It was 
noted that in the case of the “Glasgow” 
Tractor that owing to its three-wheel 
drive no slip whatever occurred. This will 
tend to show that, especially in the case 
of small and light tractors, the all-wheel 
drive has certain advantages if properly 

designed, so that the effect of the skidding 
of one wheel will not take all the power 
from the others.’ The Scottish tractor had 
an American Waukesha four-cylinder 
27 horsepower engine, two forward and 
one reverse gear powered via nickel steel 
reduction gears, a Zephyr carburettor, and 
weighed 1636kg unladen. Its dimensions 
were 3.4m long, 1.7m wide and 1.9m high. 
Despite its promising start, the Glasgow 
Tractor was to face some daunting 
challenges. While the 1922 price tag for the 
Glasgow stood at £375 (and would swell to 
£450), the Fordson Tractor then available 
cost only £120. The Glasgow was also 
overwhelmingly noisy for the operator, and 
its motor proved to be a high maintenance 
unit. This combination of factors led to the 
demise of the Glasgow, then Scotland’s sole 
home-grown tractor, in 1924. 

Glasgow Tractor on display at the national Museum of Rural Life, East Kilbride. 
Photo: Magnus Hagdorn, CC By-SA 2.0.

A surviving example of the Glasgow 
Tractor is on display at the National 
Museum of Rural Life, near East 
Kilbride in South Lanarkshire. Operated 
by National Museums Scotland, the 
Museum of Rural Life is sited at Wester 
Kittochside Farm and opened in 2001. 
The museum carries on and expands 
upon the collections and work done 
by the former Scottish Agricultural 
Museum, which was established in 1949 
and based at Ingliston. The museum 
comprises the main building and visitor 
centre, Georgian farm buildings, and 
surrounding agricultural fields and 
hedgerows. Scotland’s largest collection 
of combine harvesters, tractors and 
other agricultural machinery are 
housed at the museum. Indoor and 
outdoor exhibits present tractors from 
most decades of the 20th century.

Besides the Glasgow, other tractors in 
the collection are Fordsons, a Ferguson 
Brown, Ford Ferguson, David Brown, 
Field Marshall, and a Ferguson ‘Little 
Grey Fergie’. A modern Deutz tractor 
pulls the Farm Explorer which carries 
visitors to the farm. Wester Kittochside 
Farm is a working farm, and resident 
animals include Clydesdale horses; 
Tamworth pigs; Aberdeen Angus, 
Ayrshire and Highland cattle; sheep, 
hens and farm cats. Farm buildings 
visitors can explore are the Georgian 
farmhouse, bothy, small byre, stables, 
gig shed, threshing barn, dairy, milking 
byre, hay shed, Dutch barn, hen house, 
sheep pens, pig sty, and pig run.

The National Museum of Rural Life

Calderwood Castle
Beside the Rotten Calder Water in 
East Kilbride once stood Calderwood 
Castle. Believed to have been built 
by the Maxwell family in the 15th 
century, the castle was a tower house 
comprising two connected towers 
with a tremendously thick centre wall. 
After several days of severe storms, the 
tower house collapsed in January 1773. 
An 18th century mansion was built in 
place of the tower house, and an ornate 
Gothic Revival extension possibly 
designed by Scottish architect David 
Rhind was added in the 1840s.

The Scottish Cooperative Wholesale 
Society took over the Calderwood estate 
in 1904 for agricultural use, and made 
the glen available as a pleasure ground. 
The estate housed Belgian refugees 
during WWI, and troops billeted there 
during WWII. In 1947 the East Kilbride 
Development Corporation acquired the 
estate, and dynamited the remaining 
buildings in 1951. Other than the intact 
walled driveway terrace, all that is to 
be seen today of the castle is rubble 
and partially buried ruins. The castle 
remains are situated in what is now 
Calderglen Country Park.

The Glasgow-Scotland’s farm tractor
The Glasgow tractor changed Scottish farming life in the early 20th century and was the only tractor 
designed and built in Scotland. Production of this special tractor lasted just five years but still to this 
date remains Scotland’s only indigenous tractor, built for Scottish conditions, as eric Bryan explains.

Glasgow advert from a 1919 
edition of The Journal of the 
Ministry of Agriculture, 
reporting on the tractor’s 
performance at the Lincoln 
Tractor Trials. Public Domain.

Glasgow advert from a 
1919 edition of The Journal 
of the Ministry of 
Agriculture citing a letter 
written by a satisfied 
owner. Public Domain

www.scottishcreations.com
Made in Scotland by Scots. Representing the very best designs and gifts from Scotland.

Picnic time  
is nearly here

Are you all 
ready?
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Membership is open to those descended 
from Baird, Barde, Bard, Beard, Beaird, Brd, 
Bayard, Bardt, Barth and Biard or varied 
spellings of the name of Scottish origin.

Clan Baird Society Worldwide

In addition to the Society newsletter and the opportunity
to associate with fellow clansman members may

query the Society geneologist. For information write:
Clan Baird Commander 

Richard Baird of Rickarton, Ury and Lochwood
Rickarton House, Stonehaven, Scotland.

Hereditary President of Clan Baird Society Worldwide

Debra J. Baird, Ph.D. FSA Scot, CBSW Convenor
 Email: djbaird4@gmail.com

Website: clanbairdsocietyworldwide.co.uk

Invites membership inquiries from persons named Bell (all 
spellings), their descendants and friends. Various resources 
available for genealogical research. Quarterly newsletter. 
Tents hosted at major Scottish games nationwide.

Website: www.ClanBell.org
Online membership:  https://clanbell.org/membership.html
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/ClanBell
Email: President@clanbell.org
Clan Bell North America
49 Greystone Lane NW 
Cartersville, GA, 30121

Clan Bell

Donald E. Bruce
President
1051 Eagle Ridge Trail
Stillwater, Minnesota 55082

Polly A. (Bruce) Tilford, Secretary
5561 Earl Young Road
Bloomington, IN 47408
www.familyofbruceinternational.org

Family of Bruce International, Inc., the only such organization 
recognized by the hereditary chief of the Name of Bruce, 
The Rt. Hon. Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, is a non-profit 
organization established to create kinship amongst its family 
members and promote interest in the Family of Bruce and 
its history. Membership is open to persons who qualify 
by surname, by decent, or by recognized septs: Carlisle, 
Carruthers, Crosby, Randolph and Stenhouse.

Membership inquiries should be directed to:

Family of Bruce 
International, Inc.

 

National  
Clan Cameron 

Australia Inc. 

Clan Chisholm 
Society of australia Inc

Membership is invited from Clan Chisholm 
descendants of all spellings of the name 
(Chisholm, Chisolm, Chism, Chisum, Chisam, etc)
Contact: Kim Polley OAM 
PO Box 84, Longford, Tasmania, 7301

email: kim.polley13@gmail.com
www.clanchisholmsociety.org/
public/aUSmembership.php

CHISHOlM

Clan Donald
Australia
“under the patronage of the High 
Council of the Chiefs of Clan Donald”

High Commissioner Mr A. Neil Macdonald
State Commissioners
NSW Mr John Currie
Qld Mr A. Neil Macdonald
SA Mr Michael Murphy
Vic Mr Norman A Macdonald
WA Ms Pamela McDonald

secretary.clandonaldaustralia@gmail.com 
There is no joy without Clan Donald

Commissioner:     Neil Macdonald 
Ph:          0412 090990 
Email:   clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au 
Web:      www.clandonaldqld.org 
 
ELIGIBILITY: Those with the name of  
MacDonald Macdonald McDonald McDonell,  
Donald, OR of one of the Septs of Clan  
Donald, OR with a connection through family 
 lineage. 
 

There is no joy without Clan Donald 

CLAN DONALD QUEENSLAND 

Commissioner: Neil Macdonald
Ph: 0412 090990
Email: clandonaldqld@optusnet.com.au
Web: www.clandonaldqld.org
ELIGIBILITY: Those with the name of MacDonald 
Macdonald McDonald McDonell, Donald,
OR of one of the Septs of Clan Donald, 
OR with a connection through family lineage.
There is no joy without Clan Donald

Clan Donald 
Queensland

Clan Donald, U.S.A., Inc.
Membership is open only to persons of
the blood of Macdonald, however spelled
or of the blood of a recognized associate
family or is related by marriage or legal
adoption to either of these write for more
info and a complete Sept list.

Diane Carey-Schmitz
1685 Casitas Avenue
Pasadena, CA 91103,

celticww@sbcglobal.netClan Donald USA is a nationwide 
organization of over 2,000 families who 
trace their ancestry to any of the branches 
of Clann Domhnaill. We embrace all the 
MacDonalds and other surnames that are 
recognized as branches or adherents 
of the greatest of the Highland clans.

www.clandonaldusa.org

Clan Donald
U.S.a. Inc.

CLAN DONALD 
in VICTORIA

Proudly affiliated with Clan Donald Australia, Victorian Scottish 
Union and Scots of Victoria Coordinating Group. 

Represented at all major Highland gatherings in Victoria.

CLAN DONALD VICTORIA
President: Mr Norman A. Macdonald

Contact: secretary.clandonaldvic@gmail.com
Formed in 1934, with membership from many MacDonald, McDonald and 
Macdonald families living in Victoria. Membership available, with dance 
classes for Scottish Country Dance most Friday evenings in Gardenvale.

CLAN MACDONALD YARRAVILLE
Hon Chief: Mr Lindsay McDonald

Contact: secretary@clanmacdonaldyarraville.com
A hereditary clan society formed by the children of Norman Hume Macdonald and 

Johan McKenzie Macdonald (nee Munro) who departed Scotland in 1854.

Clan  Donnachaidh
Society of New South Wales Inc.,

Australia
Duncan  Robertson  Reid

People who bear any of the above names or names of any of the
Septs of the Clan (see advertisement from CA USA) are invited
to join with us in our activities to promote Clan Donnachaidh,
“The Children of Duncan” by participating in the various activities
conducted by Scottish Societies.
For information & membership application, contact
Gordon Robertson
58/157 Marconi Rd. Bonnells Bay NSW 2264

Duncan Robertson Reid
People who bear any of the above names 
or other Sept names of Clan Donnachaidh 
“The Children of Duncan” are invited to 
join in our activities by participating in the 
Scottish Gatherings held in NSW.
For information and membership application, 
contact Richard Harvey, Secretary
email: c2100575@uon.edu.au

Clan Donnachaidh 
Society of new South 
Wales Inc., australia

CLAN  DONNACHAIDH  SOCIETY  
 

Membership invited to all who share the Sept names: 
Duncan, Robertson, Reid, etc.  

 

UK:            London  &  Southern  Counties  *   Rannoch  &  Highlands 
Canada:    Ontario  *  Western Canada 
Australia:  New South Wales * Victoria * Queensland * Western Australia 
New Zealand:   New Zealand  
Europe:     Spain 
Africa:       South Africa 
USA:          Arizona * Carolinas * Florida * Gulf Coast * Mid-Atlantic * New       
Mexico * Mid-West * Northeast * Northern California * Pacific Northwest * 
Rocky Mountains * South * Southern California * Texas * Upper Mid-West 

   
Visit our website to learn more about Clan Donnachaidh, our 
History & Traditions, the Clan Museum in Scotland, the DNA   
Project, the new Struan Kirk Appeal, & locate a Branch near you. 
            http://www.donnachaidh.com/  
          Facebook:  The Clan Donnachaidh Society   
              Email:  ivc@donnachaidh.com  

Invites membership to anyone of the surname
or variations:- Edmiston/e, Edmondston,

Edmanson, Edmeston, Edmonson,
Edmundson, etc. Chieftain Sir Archibald

Edmonstone Bt of Duntreath
Contact: Mal edmiston

3 laguna ave
Kirwan, Qld, 4817
61 (0)7 4755 4370

m.edmiston@bigpond.com

edmonstone 
Clan Society

Jim Dougherty - Clan President
welcomes membership of all who are 

connected with this great border family.

Direct inquires to: Marianne Elliott, 
Membership Chair

Email: marianne@mmelliott.com

Website: www.elliotclan-usa.com

elliot Clan Society, U.S.a.

The Secretary: Clan Farquharson 
association australia

PO Box 585 Springwood, NSW 2777
or by Email to: finlaysb@bigpond.com 

www.clanfarquharsonaus.weebly.com

Membership inquiries are invited from descendants 
of Farquharson and descendants of Sept family 

names. Please contact the association by mail to:

Clan Farquharson 
association australia

Clan Fraser Society 
of australia

Invites all Frasers
and Fraser septs

to join our clan society.
All members receive a copy of our quarterly 

newsletter “Strawberry Leaves” 
Membership enquiries to Don Chitts 

Ph: (03) 9754 5120 donchitts@hotmail.com
Website: http://clanfraseraustralia.org
Facebook:https://www.facebook.com/

Pages/Clan-Fraser-Society-of-Australia/ 
482236358590288

Includes name variations such as 
Galbreath, Culbreath, Gilbraith etc.

DNA testing project, members only 
databases, Biennial gatherings, 

blog, Quarterly journal.

www.clangalbraith.org

Clan Galbraith
Society

All MacGregors and Septs of our clan are 
invited to join the Clan Gregor Society Est 1822
If you live in Australia or New Zealand, please 

contact our clan representative:
Frank McGregor 

PO Box 14 NORTH HOBART TAS 7002
Email: clangregoraustralia@gmail.com 

Web: www.clangregor.com 
“Royal is our Race”

Clan Gregor 
Society 
Australasia

American Clan
Gregor Society

Membership inquiries 
welcomed from MacGregors
of all spellings and Septs

Gregor Grier MacAdams MacNish Magruder 
McGehee Gregory King Peter Fletcher 
Gregg Lecky Black and many others

Contact our registrar: Jeanne P. Lehr
11 Ballas Crt.

St. Louis, MO 63131-3038
Phone: 314-432-2842, registrar@acgsus.org

website: www.acgsus.org

est 1909

Clan Hamilton 
Society

Hamiltons and those of Hamilton descent 
are cordially invited to join the society.

Inquiries to be sent to:
Sheri Lambert, Treasurer 

P.O. Box 5399 
Vernon Hills, IL 60061

visit our website:
www.clanhamilton.org

Clan Hay australia
a’ Hay a’ Hay

A callout to all Hay’s and our 
name variants, descendants, 

and supporters. Clan Hay 
looking for new members to 

join our illustrious Clan. All descendants and supporter’s welcome.
 Alderston; Ayer; Bagra; Beagrie; Conn (Aberdeenshire only); Constable; 

Delahaye; Delgaty; Du Plessis; Dupplin; Errol; Garrow; Geary; Gifford; Hayden; 
Haye; Hayes; Hayle; Haynes; Hays; Hayton; Hayward; Hey; Hye; Kinnoul; 

Laxfirth; Leask*; Leith; Locherworth; Logie; Macara; MacGaradh; McKester; 
Peebles; Phillips (Aberdeenshire only); Slains; Turriff; Tweeddale; Yester; Zester

For more information, please contact:
Australian Clan Hay convenor, Chris Hay McMor Fairbank

PO Box 70, Darrinallum, Victoria, 3325, Australia
E: clanhayAustralia@outlook.com

clanHayaustralia@Facebook.com

calling the clans Welcome to our “Clansified” listing of Scottish Clans, Societies and Clubs. If you would like to add your Clan please contact our office for full details. Our contacts are 
located on page 2. If you are contacting your Clan be sure to tell them you saw them in the Scottish Banner and please support these great community organisations.

Clans and Scottish 
organisations

To have your Clan or Scottish 
organisation listed in these pages 

please contact us at:
info@scottishbanner.com

or www.scottishbanner.com/contact-us
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april Rich
28 Oxbow Drive

Willimantic, CT 06226
clanhaymembership@hotmail.com

The American Branch of the First Family of Scotland welcomes 
inquires from descendants of: Hay(s); Haye(s); Hayne(s); Hey(s); 

Alderston; Armll; Ayer(s); Constable; Con(n); De La Haye; 
Delgatie; Delgatie; D’ Ay(e); Dellah’aY; Errol(l); Garrad; Garrow; 
Gifford; Hawson; Haygood; Hayter; Hayward; Haywood; Haynie; 
Hayden; Hayfield; Hayne(s); Leask(e); Leith; Lester; MacGaradh; 

Peebles; Peeples; Peoples; Turriff; Tweeddale; Yester

www.clanhay.com

Clan Hay

Clan Hope of Craighall Society

INTERNATIONAL & AUSTRALIA
President & Commissioner: Stephen J. Hope
president@clanhope.org
www.clanhope.org

CANADA
Commissioner: Scott Hale
commissioner@clanhope.ca
www.clanhope.ca

https://www.facebook.com/groups/ClanHopeofCraighall

UNITED STATES of AMERICA
High Commissioner: Richard Rex Hope
highcommissionerusa@clanhope.org
Membership Chair: Cynthia Hope Henderson
membership@clanhope.org
www.clanhope.org

SCOTLAND
Commissioner: Colin Douglas Hope
commissionerscotland@clanhope.org
www.clanhope.org

For all of the name and lineage of Hope

Pantone 363 U
Pantone 368 U
Pantone 186 U

Chief and Patron
Alexander H.R Irvine of Drum,

27th Baron and Laird of Drum, Chief of the Name
Mary Erwin, Chairman 

155 Hattaway Road, Calhoun, LA, 71225 
mary.erwin@clanirwin.org
www.clanirwin.org

IRWIN • IRVINE • IRVIN • IRVING • ERWIN
And the many other spellings of the Name

Clan Irwin association

CLAN LAMONT SOCIETY 
AUSTRALIA invites 
membership from Sept 
names refer to Web Site 
www.clanlamontaustralia.com  

Clan Chief Peter Lamont of that Ilk resides in 
Sydney Australia. 

                For all enquires about the Clan and 
Membership contact :-  

                         President  Ian McLucas.                                         
Email ianandbevmclucas@bigpond.com   

                    mobile 0448 778 799 

                                                                                                                                                        

Welcoming Little/Lyttle/Lytle and the like. 
• Promoting our Scottish heritage 
• Hosting tents at Scottish games 
• Connecting our families 
• Maintaining our genealogy and DNA  

www.clanlittlesociety.org 
Registered in the State of Georgia, USA 

Proud Member of COSCA 
 

Clan Little 
Society, Inc. 

Contact: membership.macailpein@gmail.com
Website: https://macailpein.com/

MacDougalls, MacDowalls, 
& ALL Associated Families
YOU are invited to join CMSNA!

We would love to share 
Scottish heritage and 
traditions with YOU!

Learn MORE at 
www.MacDougall.org

Worldwide, we welcome descendants
of all spelling variations, including

(Mc)Angus, (Mc)Canse, Mc)Ginnis, (Mc)Guenis,
(Mc)Inch, (Mc)Innes, (Mc)Innis,(Mc)Kinnis,

(Mc)Masters, (Mc)Neish, (Mc)Ninch, and more.

Scott Mcinnis, Member Services: scott@macinnes.org
or visit  www.macinnes.org

Clan MacInnes
 Int’l assn. of Clan MacInnes
           (aonghais)

Membership enquiries
welcomed from Mackenzies

of all spellings and Septs

Contact: N Dennis, 61 Alma Street,
East Malvern 3145 Ph 03 9569 5716

Visit our website
Check out your Tartan and Sept

www.clanmackenzie.org.au

Clan Mackenzie Society 
in australia Inc.

MacLaren 
C  l  an Labhran

Clan MacLaren Society of Australia 

Information about the Clan and application for CMSA 
membership is available on the website or via the email 
address below. 
Membership is open to MacLarens (all spellings), Septs, 
individuals and families with an association to the Clan. 

https:/ /clanmaclarenau.org/
clanmaclarenau@gmail.com 

MacLaren MacLaurin Lawrence 
Lawson Low[e]

Low[e]ry Law[e] Patterson 
MacPatrick MacRory

Mark A. McLaren, President
President@clanmaclarenna.org

Clan Maclaren

Clan MacLellan
John B. McClellan, Jr. 
Treasurer
383 Ash Brook Lane
Sunnyvale, TX
75182-3250 
Email: treasurer@clanmaclellan.net
Invites all MacLellans and their descendants regardless
of surname spelling to join in preserving our heritage.
Various family names are MacLellan(d), McClellan(d),
McLellan(d) and Gilliland.
Visit our website: www.clanmaclellan.net

Clan MacLeod
Societies of Australia

l NSW, ACT & Qld - Peter Macleod 02 4397 3161
l Victoria & Tas - David Dickie 03 9337 4384
l South Australia - Alex McLeod 08 8327 0925
l Western Australia - Ruth MacLeod 08 9364 6334

l Email: peter.macleod@exemail.com.au

Askey
Beaton
Bethune
Caskie
Harold
Lewis

MacAndie
MacAskill
MacAulay
MacCabe
MacCaig
MacCaskey

MacClure
MacCorkill
MacCrimmon
MacGillechallum
MacHaigh
MacRaild

Membership is open to MacLeods
and Septs (of any variant spelling),
and descendants. Recognised Septs:

MacWilliam
Norie
Norman
Tolmie
Williamson

RICH IN HIGHLAND
TRADITIONS
FOR INFORMATION:

WWW.CLANMACLEODUSA.ORG

A.L. MacLeod
3923 Rockwood Way #B
West Valley City, UT

84120-6880

The
MAcLeOds

Clan Macnachtan
Association Worldwide

Descendants andSepts of the 
CLAN MACNAUGHTON are invited to join our 
Worldwide Association to learn and share our 

MacNaughton and Scottish heritage. For more info go to:
clanmacnaughton.net or contact

Mary Nivison Burton, Membership Secretary at: 
membersec@clanmacnaughton.net

New Second Edition!
A History of the Clan Macnachtan

Paperback available through
Amazon.com, Amazon.co.uk, Amazon.ca

Clan Macneil association
of australia

For all enquiries about the clan and
membership contact: John Mcneil

21 Coopers Avenue
Leabrook, South Australia 5068

Phone: 08 833 33990  Email: kisimul@chariot.net.au

For all enquiries about the clan and
membership contact.

John McNeil
21 Laurel Avenue, Linden Park,
SA 5065
Email kisimul@chariot.net.au

Clan MacNeil Association
OF AUSTRALIA

Clan Macnicol
Chief: John Macneacail

of Macneacail and Scorrybreac
Contact: Secretary Mal Nicolson

PO Box 243
GYMEA NSW 2227

www.clanmacnicol.org

Clan Macpherson welcomes enquiries from Macphersons and members of our Associated families.
For information about local activities visit our web site www.clan-macpherson.org/branches

Clan Macpherson 
association

The Clan Macpherson Museum is located in Newtonmore, Inverness Shire PH20 1DE, 
at the junction of the A86 and B9150 It is open from 1st April to 31st October. 

Ph + 44 1540 673 332. See  http://www.clan-macpherson.org/museum/

africa. Derek Macpherson
African.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org
phone +265 999 512 620

Canada. Denise Lagundzin
Canada.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org
phone +1 519 507 4465

europe. Will Tulling
Europe.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org 
phone +31 655 774 425

Scotland & northern Ireland. Annie Le Roy-Lewis
SandNI.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org 
phone +44 7793 317 387

australia. John L Macpherson 
Australian.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org
phone +61 409 122 141

england & Wales. William Macpherson
EandW.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org 
phone +44 7877 363 507

new Zealand. Tony McPherson
NewZealand.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org
phone +64 274 587 813

USa. Robert T McPherson
UnitedStates.Chairman@clan-macpherson.org 
phone +1 360 701 8133

If your surname is MacRae, 
or you are descended from a person having the 

surname MacRae (any spelling) or that of a Sept of 
the Clan then you are eligible to join our Society.

australian Contact:
Roslyn MacRae 0412 291 054 email: learn@vsr.com.au
NZ Contact: Sue Tregoweth email: sue.treg1@gmail.com

The Clan MacRae 
Society of australia 
and new Zealand
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www.macrae.org
Need more info? Contact: 
Bruce McRae, President

303-670-9611
brucewaynemcrae@gmail.com

 Clan MacRae Society  
    of North America 
 

        Granted Arms in 2008 
 

  We invite MacRaes of all   
  spelling variations and their  
  descendants to join our Clan 
  MacRae Society.  Learn your  
  Scottish MacRae history and                
  family lineage!  

 

 www.macrae.org  
 

Need more info? Contact: 
 1 

Bruce McRae, President   
303-670-9611  

brucewaynemcrae@gmail.com 

Clan MacRae Society 
of North America
Granted Arms in 2008
We invite MacRaes of all

spelling variations and their
descendants to join our Clan
MacRae Society. Learn your
Scottish MacRae history and

family lineage!

Chief: Ian Maitland, The Earl of Lauderdale!
We are all related! Contact your local society
north america: Rosemary Maitland Thom 
rthomnvprdcan@aol.com www.clanmaitlandna.org
australia: Amanda Maitland  
clanmaitlandaustralia@gmail.com 
12 Settlers Way, Westleigh, NSW, 2120
new Zealand: Judette Maitland judette@xtra.co.nz 
33 Disley Street, Highbury, Wellington 6012. NZ
We welcome all with Maitland, Lauderdale, Maitlen  
and similar name spelling. See the entire list and  
your family history at: www.clanmaitland.org.uk

Clan Maitland 
Society

Clan Pollock
Among the most ancient families of Scotland. If
you are a descendant of Pollock, Pollok, Pook,
Polk, Polke, Paulk, Poalke, Poulk, Poolke, Pogue
- you are cordially invited to contact:

A. D. Pollock, Jr.
PO Box 404

Greenville, KY 42345
e-mail: apollockis@comcast.net

Among the most ancient families of Scotland. If you are a 
descendant of Pollock, Pollok, Pook, Polk, Polke, Paulk, Poalke, 

Poulk, Poolke, Pogue - you are cordially invited to contact:

A. D. Pollock, Jr.
PO Box 404

Greenville, KY 42345
e-mail: apollockis@comcast.net

Clan Pollock

for information contact Commander Des Ross
(By appointment David Ross Bt Chief of Clan Ross and Balnagowan)

We would be pleased to hear from anyone 
with Ross Clan heritage and interest.

Contact: Commander Des Ross at 
lonepiper.ross@gmail.com M 0403 830 853

Ken Duthie JP Director of Publicity M 0409 322 374

 

Ross	Clan	in	Australia	

The	clan	is	active	again	in	Australia	
for	information	contact	
Commander	Des	Ross	
(By	appointment	David	Ross	Bt	Chief	of	Clan	Ross	and	Balnagowan)	

We	would	be	pleased	to	hear	from	anyone	with	Ross	Clan	
heritage	and	interest.

contact	Commander	Des	Ross	at	
lonepiper.ross@gmail.com

Clan Ross 
in australia

Michael Ross, President
Nancy Ross-Anderson, VP Membership

15244 El Centro St., Hesperia, CA 92345
membership@clanross.org

info@clanross.org

Representing the great Highland Clan of Ross since 1976.
Clan Ross america

www.clanross.org

Membership and inquiries from all Sinclairs,
Sinclair Septs and Sinclair descendants.

For further info contact
President: WayneSinclair 0417 146 174
Secretary : Liane Sinclair 0410 045 263

E: clansinclairaustralia@hotmail.com

www.clansinclairaustralia.com

Clan Sinclair australia

The Society cordially invites membership of all Sutherlands
(however the name is spelled) and historically associated 

families: Cheyne, Duffus, Gray, Frederith and Mowat.

email: Secretary@ClanSutherland.org
Website: www.ClanSutherland.org

Clan Sutherland 
Society of north 
america Inc.

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invites membership from all those with the 
name of Young or ancestral ties to the name. 

Convenor: Ian J Young AM FSAScot 
E: membership@clanyoungaustralia.com.au  

www.facebook.com/groups/youngsofaustralia/ 
https://clanyoungsociety.com/australia  

 

 

YOUNG 
Youngs of Scotland  

in Australia 

Founded 2004

Worldwide organization for all Wardlaws or related 
families. We invite you to join us.

email: clanwardlaw2004@gmail.com

‘Wardlaw ivermair!’
www.clanwardlaw.com

Wardlaw Tartan and Ancestry Books

Clan Wardlaw association

scottish associations and societies

Through our platform of projects and events ASF 
helps share and strengthen the heritage and cultural 

message of Scotland’s past and future. A bridge 
between the United States and Scotland.
www.americanscottishfoundation.org

Promotes Scottish Culture and Traditions 
in Perth, Western Australia

 For further details contact John: 0427 990 754
Email: caledoniansocietyofwa@gmail.com

www.caledoniansocietyofwainc.com

Caledonian Society 
of Wa Inc.

Promotes and supports all forms of Scottish culture
in Newcastle, Hunter Valley and surrounding areas.

Members and interested people are welcome to
attend activities such as Burns Night, Caledonian Night,

St Andrew’s Day, and other social functions.

Web: hvscots.org  email: hunterscots@gmail.com
P.O. Box 34, Kotara nSW 2289

Hunter Valley
Scots Club Inc

>  Promotes interest in the works, life and
 milieu of the Scottish Poet Robert Burns
>  Celebrates Scottish Culture
>  Conducts Annual Burn Supper, Poetry
 Afternoon & Pleasant Sunday Afternoon

For Membership Information contact:
Secretary: noel Wright (03) 8333 0973
email: noelwright@netspace.net.au

The Robert Burns Club
of Melbourne Inc.

For information please contact  
The Hon Secretary SAHC, Susan Cooke  
Ph: 0411097724
Email: alfredhcooke@gmail.com 

Membership is welcomed  
from all Australians of Scottish descent. 

The Scottish Australian 
Heritage Council

www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au

Membership is welcome
from all of  Scottish descent.

For information please contact
members@scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au
For information please contact  
The Hon Secretary SAHC, Susan Cooke  
Ph: 0411097724
Email: alfredhcooke@gmail.com 

Membership is welcomed  
from all Australians of Scottish descent. 

The Scottish Australian 
Heritage Council

www.scottishaustralianheritagecouncil.com.au

Scottish Heritage 
USa, Inc.

P.O. Box 457
Pinehurst, NC 28370

Welcomes membership of anyone interested 
in the exchange of people and ideas between 

Scotland and the United States.
Write or phone for our free brochure.

www.scottishheritageusa.org
email: shusa457@gmail.com

(910) 295-4448

The Society of St. Andrew
of Scotland

(Queensland) Limited
ABN 30 093 578 860

Invites membership of all people of
Scottish descent or association

The Secretary, P.O. Box 352, Mt Gravatt, QLD 4122
www.standrewsociety.com

SHOULDER TO SHOULDER

Victorian Scottish Union Inc
Established 1905

Umbrella group representing the interest 
of Scottish Clans and Societies in Victoria.

Affiliated Clans & Societies

Chief : Mr Grant McKinna
President Norman Macdonald

Secretary Jan Macdonald

Contact details:
Email: secretary@victorianscottishunion.com

Mobile  0438 584 930
Address: PO Box 116, Cobden, Victoria 3266

www.victorianscottishunion.com

Brunswick Scottish Society
Clan Donald Victoria
Clan Grant
Clan Hay
Clan Macdonald of Yarraville
Clan Sinclair
Geelong Scottish Dance

Glenbrae Celtic Dancers
Maryborough Highland Society
Scottish Country Dance Society of Victoria
Robert Burns Scottish Festival Camperdown
The Robert Burns Club of Melbourne
Warrnambool & District Caledonian Society
Warrnambool Highland Dance

Youngs of Scotland Society
will be hosting a
Family Convention in 
Edinburgh Sept 2nd

to elect a commander
For more info contact:

 ryoung18@virginmedia.com

Share your Clan news, photos 
and events with us so we can 

share with our readers and online.

Please contact us at:
info@scottishbanner.com, 

www.scottishbanner.com/contact-us 
or add your upcoming events at: 
www.scottishbanner.com/events/

submit-an-event
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H
istoric Environment Scotland 
(HES) has discovered the buried 
remains of a Roman fortlet that 
once stood next to the Antonine 

Wall in West Dunbartonshire. The fortlet 
was built next to the Antonine Wall, the 
frontier that the Romans constructed across  
central Scotland, and was thought lost in 
the mists of time. However, geophysical  
survey in an unassuming field near 
Carleith Primary School in West 
Dunbartonshire revealed details lost for 
hundreds of years. The announcement of 
the discovery comes on World Heritage  
Day (18 April), the international celebration  
of cultural heritage. The Antonine Wall 
is one of Scotland’s six UNESCO World 
Heritage Sites.

Previous excavations to find the fortlet 
were unsuccessful, but new technology 
has allowed HES’s archaeological 
survey team to find the buried remains. 
The fortlet was referenced in 1707 by 
antiquarian Robert Sibbald, who wrote 
that he had seen a fortlet in the area 
around Carleith Farm. Excavation teams 
looked for it in the 1970s and 1980s, but 
the exact location remained unknown. 

The survey team have now employed 
gradiometry, a geophysical surveying 
technique, to look under the soil without 
the need for excavation. Gradiometry 
measures small changes in the earth’s 
magnetic field to detect archaeological 
features otherwise invisible from the 
ground surface. This technique was able to  
identify the stone base of the fortlet, which  
remains buried underground. On top  
of this base, turf would have been laid to 
build a rampart about 2 metres high.

Important roman monument
This newly discovered fortlet would 
have been part of several fortlets along 
the Antonine Wall. It would have been 
occupied by 10 to 12 Roman soldiers who 
were stationed at a larger fort nearby, likely 
to be Duntocher, and manned the fort for 
a week at a time before being replaced by 
another detachment. The fortlet would 
have been made up of two small wooden 
buildings to house the soldiers staying 
there and will have been used for the 20 
years (142 CE – 162 CE) that the Antonine 
Wall was defended as the northernmost 
frontier of the Roman Empire. 

Commenting on the discovery, Riona 
McMorrow, Deputy Head of World 
Heritage at HES, said: “It is great to see how 

our knowledge of history is growing as new 
methods give us fresh insights in the past. 
Archaeology is often partly detective work, 
and the discovery at Carleith is a nice 
example of how an observation made 300 
years ago and new technology can come 
together to add to our understanding.”

This discovery has led to HES reviewing 
the site’s designation to ensure the fortlet 
is recognised and protected as part of the 
Antonine Wall. The geophysical survey will 
help to better understand and protect the 
Antonine Wall. While up to 41 fortlets may 
have lined the Wall when it was built, only nine 
have previously been found. This discovery  
marks the tenth known fortlet and shows 
that there is still more to be discovered about 
this important Roman monument and its 
functions even after centuries of enquiry.

A Roman fortlet thought lost 
to time is rediscovered

Historic Environment Scotland 
carrying out the geophysical survey.

A digital reconstruction.  
Photo: Historic Environment Scotland.

GRANDFATHER MOUNTAIN HIGHLAND GAMES

6 7 T H  A N N U A L
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canada
JuNe 2023
Gathering of the scots festival
2-4, Perth-andover, Nb
Visitors from across the Maritimes, Quebec, Ontario 
and the U.S. come together for 3-days of public 
interactive and entertainment venues. Activities 
regularly include: Scottish Athletics, Tug-o-War, Rugby, 
Massed Pipe Bands, Live Music, Dance, Falconry, 
Jousting, Workshops along with retail and refreshment 
venues. Info:www.gatheringofthescots.com

Grande Prairie Highland Games
10, Grande Prairie, ab
Heavy Events include top American and Canadian 
throwers. Pipe Bands, entertainment by Adam 
Fancey and Highland Dancers in the Beer Tent. 
Sheep dog demonstrations. All things Scottish 
available to purchase from the vendors. Enjoy the 
Ceilidh in the evening. At Montrose Cultural Field 
9839-103 Ave. Info: www.gphighlandgames.ca

scottish society of ottawa spring 
scottish breakfast and aGM
11, ottawa, oN
Join the Scottish Society of Ottawa at the Heart & 
Crown Byward Market for this year’s Spring Scottish 
Breakfast and AGM. Info: www.ottscot.ca/agm

Moncton Highland Games
13-17, Moncton, Nb
Featuring Highland dance, pipes & drums, and heavy 
events competitions. As well as demonstrations, 
workshops, live entertainment, and cultural 
exhibitions at the Hal Betts Sportsplex, corner 
of Assomption Blvd and Vaughn Harvey Blvd. 
Info: www.monctonhighlandgames.com

the st. andrew’s society’s annual spring Dinner
15, toronto, oN
This event will be back at The Chefs’ House, an 
innovative restaurant that operates as part of the 
Hospitality & Culinary Arts Program at George 
Brown College. A brand ambassador from Spirit 
of York Distillery will be onsite to sample one of 
their gins. Info: www.standrewstoronto.ca

59th cobourg Highland Games
16-17, cobourg, oN
Pipe bands, Scottish dancers, heavy events, 
ceilidh, Clans and more at Victoria Park. 
Info: www.cobourghighlandgames.ca

scotfestbc: the 91st british 
columbia Highland Games
16-18, coquitlam, bc
A weekend of pipe bands, tartan and Scottish 
entertainment at Town Centre Park, 3099 Trevor 
Wingrove Way. Info: www.scotfestbc.com

water Valley celtic festival
17, water Valley, ab
The annual Water Valley Celtic Festival is a one day 
lively and totally unique experience that features 
talent of all levels involving music, dance and stories 
performed by individuals and groups covering the 
range from amateur to professional level. The festival 
is designed to promote traditional Celtic material and 
local talent. Info: www.watervalleycelticfestival.org

Maggie the Musical
23-september 2, charlottetown, PeI
Maggie tells the inspirational tale of a fiery 
school cleaner living in the mining town of 
Lanarkshire Scotland at the Charlottetown 
Festival. Info:www.maggiethemusical.com

kingsville Highland Games
24, kingsville, oN
Flock to Jack Miner’s and take a gander at the great 
new venue for the 2023 Kingsville Highland Games. 
Ty Cobb Field at Jack Miner’s Bird Sanctuary provides 
the backdrop for a totally immersive Highland Games 
experience. Pipes & Drums, Highland Dancing, Scottish 
Athletic Heavy Events, Tug of War, Clan Village, Sheep 
Herding, Haggis Hurl, vendors and so much more. 
Info: www.facebook.com/kingsvillehighlandgames

red Deer Highland Games
24, red Deer, ab
Held in Red Deer since 1947, and are known as the 
kick-off to the outdoor Highland Season in Alberta. 
The Highland Games are an integral part of our 
community identity and a well-loved event at the 
start of the summer at Harvard Business Park, 
Springbrook. Info: www.reddeerhighlandgames.com

Manitoba Highland Gathering
24-25, selkirk, Mb
Highland Dance Competition, Pipe & Drum 
Competition, Heavy Games Competition, Clans and 
more. Info: www.manitobahighlandgathering.org

edmonton Highland Gathering
25, edmonton, ab
From the grace of Scottish Country dancing 
to traditional Scottish events and activities for 
the Wee ones - there is something of appeal to 
all ages. The 50th Highland Gathering by The 
Edmonton Scottish Society at 3105-101st SW. 
Info: www.edmontonscottishsociety.org

royal Nova scotia International tattoo
30-July 3, Halifax, Ns
This fast-paced show continues to captivate 
audience members young and old alike year 
after year. The Tattoo is a masterpiece of colour, 
music, artistry, athleticism and nostalgia at 
Scotiabank Centre> Info: www.nstattoo.ca

féis a’ chidsin!, kitchenfest!
30-July 8, cape breton, Ns
The annual celebration gives locals and visitors alike 
up close and personal insight into this distinct and 
vibrant living culture, bringing the kitchen-céilidh feel 
to the forefront. Concerts and ceilidhs, pub nights and 
square dances, celebrate beautiful Unama’ki/Cape 
Breton’s glorious scenery, music, food, and people 
with this perfect summer season kick-off – one big 
island-wide kitchen party! Info: www.kitchenfest.ca

JulY 2023
Happy canada Day
1, Nationwide
Wishing all our Canadian readers and 
friends a very Happy Canada Day!

embro Highland Games
1, embro, oN
Celebrate Scotland and Canada at the oldest Scottish 
games in Ontario. Info: www.embrohighlandgames.ca

Penticton scottish festival
1, Penticton, bc
A celebration of Scotland at King’s Park. 
Info: www.pentictonscottishfestival.ca

antigonish Highland Games
2-9, antigonish, Ns
The longest running Highland Games 
outside of Scotland at Columbus Field. Info: 
www.antigonishhighlandgames.ca

kincardine scottish festival & Highland Games
7-9, kincardine, oN
Enjoy three days and nights of lively music, 
exciting competitions, cultural workshops, 
and friendly small-town hospitality. Info: 
www.kincardinescottishfestival.ca

almonte celtfest
8-9, almonte, oN
Celtfest is a fun weekend of Ottawa Valley and 
Celtic entertainment, performed in the natural 
amphitheatre of Gemmill Park in the heart of 
Almonte. Info: www.almonteceltfest.com

Highland storm
13-27, summerside, Pe
A distinct island show about the arrival of the Scots on 
Prince Edward Island to take centre stage at the Scott 
MacAulay Performing Arts Centre. Highland Storm runs 
July 13, 20, 21 & 27. Info: www.collegeofpiping.com.

cambridge scottish festival
14-15, cambridge, oN
The Games will once again showcase talented pipe 
bands, dancers, and athletes from throughout Ontario 
and beyond. Learn more about Scottish heritage in 
the ‘Avenue of the Clans’ and the Heritage Tent at 
Churchill Park. Info: www.cambridgescottishfestival.ca

orillia scottish festival
14-16, orillia, oN
A celebration of Scotland at Tudhope 
Park. Info: www.scottishfestival.ca

uxbridge scottish festival
22, uxbridge, oN
A full Scottish festival, including pipe bands, highland 
dancers, Scottish clans, dog show, vendors and much 
more. Info: www.uxbridgescottishfestival.com

sherwood Highland Gathering
22-23, sherwood Park, ab
The event consists of piping and drumming 
competitions, massed band performances, highland 
dance competitions, and Scottish heavy games 
at Broadmoor Lake Park. Info: www.sphg.ca

New brunswick Highland Games
28-30, fredericton, Nb
Workshops, entertainment, competitions and 
provide visitors an opportunity to learn more about 
Scottish heritage, on the beautiful grounds of historic 
Government House. Info: www.highlandgames.ca

usa
JuNe 2023
Garrett county celtic festival
3, friendsville, MD
Celebrate the cultural heritage of Celtic peoples from 
Ireland, Scotland, Wales, Brittany and Galicia and their 
influence on Appalachia with a daylong festival by 
the bonnie banks of the Youghiogheny River. Family 
friendly event featuring traditional and contemporary 
Celtic music, Irish and Scottish dancing, Highland 
athletes, Pipe & Drum bands, Clans, living history 
and educational presentations, Celtic Marketplace, 
Bairns (Children’s) activities area and more at 
Friendsville Town Park. Info:www.gccelticfestival.com

bellingham scottish Gathering
3, ferndale, wa
Presented by the Scottish Dance Society, 
the annual event features Highland dance, 
bagpipe, drum and band competitions, food 
and merchandise vendors, clan tents, athletics, 
Scottish breed animals and the Scotland FOREver 
Golf Tournament(June 4 in Bellingham). Nestled 
between Seattle, WA and Vancouver, B.C., the 
area is known for beautiful scenery and outdoor 
recreation. Info: www.ScottishDanceSociety.org

the scots who built New York boroughs
6, New York, NY
Join the American Scottish Foundation, along with 
historian and architect John Kinnear to present the 
latest talk in our ongoing series at The Arsenal, Central 
Park. Info: www.americanscottishfoundation.com

carroll county celtic festival
10, westminster MD
A celebration of Celtic life and culture in 
Carroll County,at Carroll County Agriculture 
Center, 706 Agriculture Center Dr. Info: 
www.carrollcountycelticfestival.com

lyon college’s scottish arts summer school
11-16, batesville, ar
A five-day-long camp that immerses participants 
in the Scottish arts. Participants will learn to pipe 
from some of the world’s best bagpipe instructors. 
Info: 870-307-PIPE or James.Bell@lyon.edu.

chicago scottish festival & Highland Games
16-17, Itasca, Il
The Chicago Scots invite you to join us for the 
Midwest’s Largest Scottish Event, the 37th annual 
Scottish Festival & Highland Games at Hamilton Lakes 
Park Blvd. & Pierce Rd. Info: www.chicagoscots.org

utah scottish festival & Highland Games
16-18, salt lake city, ut
A celebration of Scotland at Utah State Fair Park 155 
North 1000 West. Info: www.utahscottish.blogspot.com

21st annual Prosser scottish fest & Highland Games
17, Prosser, wa
Central Washington’s premier Scottish Fest and 
Highland Games. Info: www.prosserscottishfest.org

ohio scottish Games
23-24, berea, oH
Scottish entertainment, dancing , pipe bands, 
clans and more at Cuyahoga County Fairgrounds. 
Info: www.ohioscottishgames.com

Holland waterfront celtic festival & Highland Games
23-24, Holland, MI
Highland games, Clans, Celtic music and 
vendors at the Ottawa County Fairgrounds. 
Info: www.hollandcelticfestival.org

tacoma Highland Games
24, Graham wa
Pipes and drums, Clans, entertainment and more 
at Frontier Park. Info: www.tacomagames.org

san Diego scottish Highland Games 
and Gathering of the clans
24-25, san Diego, ca
Some highlights include: Massed bagpipe 
bands, Scottish Athletics, Kid’s area, sheepdog 
trials, Highland dancing, foot and arts, Scottish 
clans area, and more at Brengle Terrace City 
Park. Info: www.SDHighlandGames.org

alaska scottish Highland Games
24-25, Palmer, ak
Featuring all things Scottish-Bagpipes, Heavy 
Athletics, Celtic Dance, Drumming, Kilted 
Mile, Scotch Tasting and more at Alaska State 
Fair. Info:www.alaskanscottish.org

JulY 2023
Happy 4th of July
4, Nationwide
Wishing all our US readers a happy, 
safe and fun Independence Day.

Grandfather Mountain Highland Games
6-9, linville, Nc
Scottish music, dancing, foods, costumes, 
field games, clans and much more at MacRae 
Meadows. Info: 828 733-1333 or www.gmhg.org

Payson scottish festival
7-8, Payson, ut
The excitement begins Friday night with food 
and entertainment at Payson Memorial Park. 
Saturday with Highland Dance, Highland 
Athletics and bagpipe competitions. Listen to 
Celtic music and enjoy entertaining Scottish 
dances ranging from a sword dance to an Irish 
jig. Info: www.paysonscottishfestival.site

the 2023 balmoral school
9-14, east stroudsburg, Pa
Returns to the East Stroudsburg University camp, 
with a Piping & Drumming camp for all ages and 
ability levels. Info: www.balmoralschoolofpiping.
org/balmoral-school/for-summer

the 2023 balmoral school
16-21, edinboro, Pa
Held on the beautiful campus at PennWest Edinboro, 
with a Piping & Drumming camp for all ages and 
ability levels. Info: www.balmoralschoolofpiping.
org/balmoral-school/for-summer

the Maine celtic celebration
21-23, belfast Me
A family-oriented weekend celebrating the rich Celtic 
heritage, culture, and hospitality found along the coast 
of Maine. Info: www.mainecelticcelebration.com

Pacific Northwest scottish Highland 
Games & clan Gathering
22-23, enumclaw, wa
The 6th oldest Scottish festival in the US featuring the 
North American Scottish Athletics Championship, 
US West Coast Drum Corps Championship, NW 
Regional Harp Finals, colorful pipe bands, and 
Highland dancers competing before judges of 
worldwide renown at Enumclaw Expo Center, 
45224 – 284th Avenue SE. Info: www.sshga.org

Dayton celtic festival
28-30, Dayton, oH
Saturate your senses in the sights, sounds, 
and tastes of our Celtic heritage at Riverscape 
MetroPark. Info: www.daytoncelticfestival.com

scotland
JuNe 2023
Helensburgh and lomond Highland Games
3, Helensburgh
Close to the shores of Loch Lomond, the stunningly 
beautiful, original sea-side getaway, Helensburgh. 
Featuring a variety of traditional Highland Games 
Competitions like the Sheaf Toss, Hammer Throw 
and of course the world-famous Caber Toss. There 
will also be lots of athletics with dedicated Highland 
Dance stages. Info:www.hlhighlandgames.scot

scottish Marine fest
8-12, North berwick
The five-day events programme at the Scottish Seabird 
Centre in the coastal town of North Berwick, near 
Edinburgh, will bring together leading artists, writers 
and environmentalists to celebrate Scotland’s incredible 
marine wildlife and habitats. Info: www.seabird.org

the scottish fiddle orchestra live
10, edinburgh
The Scottish Fiddle Orchestra have a fantastic show 
lined up including some favourites loved by their 
regular patrons – traditional music at its best, played by 
wonderful musicians who return by popular demand 
to provide an evening of lively entertainment including 
marches, strathspeys, jigs and reels, guaranteed to have 
your feet tapping at Ushers Hall. Info: www.sfo.org.uk

strathmore Highland Games
11, strathmore
In the glorious grounds of Glamis Castle in 
Angus for a truly Scottish day out. Info: www.
strathmorehighlandgames.co.uk

aberdeen Highland Games
18, aberdeen
This popular event is an affordable experience for 
all the family; from traditional Highland Games 
events, quality trade and charity stalls, stage 
entertainment from professional performers as 
well as local community groups and a range of 
activities that can be enjoyed by all ages at Hazlehead 
Park. Info: cityevents@aberdeencity.gov.uk

2023 clan carmichael International Gathering
18-22, biggar, lanarkshire
Join Clan Carmichael International at the source of 
the name to celebrate 40 years of Clan Gatherings, 
at Carmichael Estate. Info:https://carmichael.
co.uk/product/clan-gathering-2023-deposit/

the royal Highland show
22-25, edinburgh
An annual event, showcasing the best of food, 
farming and rural life at Ingliston in Edinburgh. 
Info: www.royalhighlandshow.org

ceres Highland Games
24, ceres
Ceres Games are the oldest free games in Scotland. 
There has been a market and games held here at 
the end of June, every year (except for war and 
during the period of the 1746 Act of Proscription) 
since 1314. Info: www.ceresgames.co.uk

scottish traditional boat festival
30-July 2, Portsoy, aberdeenshire
The Festival celebrates its 30th  anniversary 
with a weekend of heritage boat, storytelling, 
children’s activities, music and dance in the 
historic port of Portsoy, including opening act 
Skerryvore. Info:  www.stbfportsoy.org

wHat’s oN - scottIsH eVeNts
Enjoy North America’s top Scottish event listings in the Scottish Banner. Please check direct with event contacts for the most up to date information.  
You can also see our latest updates (including events listed across Scotland and Australasia) or add your event at: www.scottishbanner.com/events

Scotword answers from page 6
across:
8 Reenge
9 Arbroath
10 Knighted
11 Elders
12 Keith
14 Ken
15 Lochs
18 Kelpies
20 Enochdu
23 Braes
24 Fro
25 Lough
29 Addled
31 Kinghorn
33 Dufftown
34 Lowsed

Down:
1 Pennie
2 Snug
3 Perth
4 Haddies
5 Abbey
6 Woad
7 Starched
13 Tup
16 Ben
17 Ane
19 Edradour
21 Coo
22 Erskine
26 Garret
27 Idiot
28 Ingle
30 Lift
32 Howe
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S
cotland’s Picts have long been viewed 
as a mysterious people with their 
enigmatic symbols and inscriptions, 
accentuated by representations 

of them as wild barbarians with exotic 
origins. But a newly published study by an 
international team led by researchers at the 
University of Aberdeen and Liverpool John 
Moores University is helping to shed new 
light on the origins of the Picts. The Picts 
were first mentioned in the late 3rd century 
CE as resisting the Romans and went on to 
form a powerful kingdom that ruled over a 
large part of northern Britain, in present-
day north-east Scotland.

Pictish genomes
In the medieval period, the Picts were 
considered immigrants from Thrace (north 
of the Aegean Sea), Scythia (eastern Europe), 
or isles north of Britain but as they left few 
written sources of their own little is known of 
their origins or relations with other cultural 
groups living in Britain. Archaeologists have 
conducted the first extensive analysis of 
Pictish genomes and their results have been 
published in the open access journal PLOS 
Genetics. The results reveal a long-standing 
genetic continuity in some regions of the 
British Isles, helping to build a picture of 
where the Picts came from and providing 
new understanding of how present-day 
genetic diversity formed. The findings also 
confirm descriptions by the great English 
historian Bede of the far-flung eastern origins 
of the Picts as one of myth and fantasy.

The researchers used Identity-By-Descent 
(IBD) methods to compare two high-quality 
Pictish genomes sequenced from individuals 
excavated from Pictish-era cemeteries at 
Lundin Links in Fife (Southern Pictland) and 
Balintore in Easter Ross (Northern Pictland) 
to those of previously published ancient 
genomes as well as the modern population.

Dr Linus Girdland Flink of the University 
of Aberdeen, senior corresponding author of 
the study, said: “Among the peoples present 
during the first millennium CE in Britain, 
the Picts are one of the most enigmatic. 
Their unique cultural features such as Pictish 
symbols and the scarcity of contemporary 
literary and archaeological sources resulted in 
many diverse hypotheses about their origin, 
lifestyle and culture, part of the so-called 

‘Pictish problem’. Using DNA analysis, we 
have been able to fill a gap in an understudied 
area of Scotland’s past. We aimed to 
determine the genetic relationships between 
the Picts and neighbouring modern-day and 
ancient populations. Our results show that 
individuals from western Scotland, Wales, 
Northern Ireland, and Northumbria display 
a higher degree of Identity-By-Descent (IBD) 
sharing with the Pictish genomes, meaning 
they are genetically most similar among 
modern populations.”

anglo-saxon heritage
This genetic make-up was distinct from areas 
of southern England where there is a greater 
relative degree of Anglo-Saxon heritage.  
Dr Adeline Morez from Liverpool John 
Moores University, lead corresponding 
author of the study, adds: “Our findings 
also support the idea of regional continuity 
between the Late Iron Age and early 
medieval periods and indicates that the Picts 
were local to the British Isles in their origin, 
as their gene pool is drawn from the older 
Iron Age, and not from large-scale migration, 
from exotic locations far to the east. However, 
by comparing the samples between southern 
and northern Pictland we can also see that 
they were not one homogenous group and 
that there are some distinct differences, 
which point to patterns of migration and life-
time mobility that require further study.”

The analysis of mitochondrial genomes 
from Lundin Links has also provided an 
insight into another Pictish myth – that 
they practised a form of matriliny, with 
succession and perhaps inheritance going 
to the sister’s son rather than directly 
through the male line.

Dr Morez continued: “In a matrilocal 
system we would expect to find females 
staying in their birthplace after their 
marriage and throughout their life. At Lundin 
Links, diversity in the maternally inherited 
mitochondrial DNA suggests this was not 
the case. This finding challenges the older 
hypotheses that Pictish succession was 
passed along the mother’s side and raise 
further questions about our understanding 
of Pictish society and its organisation.”

The present genetic findings not only 
provide new insight into Pictish population 
history, but serve to test directly various 
longstanding assumptions, and even myths, 
about Pictish origins and social structure

A Pictish standing stone.

An artist’s impression of a Pictish fort.

Pict warrior.

Sunday, 
August 6, 2023

Douglas Hospital,
Verdun QC
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montrealhighlandgames.com

stay for the fun!

Come for the
competitions,

Study reveals origin insights  
into Scotland’s mysterious Picts
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E
veryone uses the same word to 
describe Edinburgh: dramatic. 
From the majestic Castle towering 
over the city centre, through the 

ancient backstreets of the medieval Old 
Town, to the historic heart of the New 
Town, the city takes the breath away at 
every corner - and this rich history has 
been the inspiration for all of its festivals.

Every year during the Edinburgh 
Festivals the capital of Scotland becomes 
the world’s cultural melting pot, with 
citizens of the city and the country joined 
by artists and audiences from every corner 
of the globe in celebration of culture and 
creativity. Some people wonder whether 
these Festivals could just as easily take 
place in any city, not realising that the 
Festivals are authentically rooted in 
Edinburgh and have become part of the 
intangible heritage of Scotland.

an unparalleled celebration  
of the arts

As we go to press the Edinburgh 
International Children’s Festival is taking 
place (May 27 to 4 June), the UK’s leading 
festival of theatre and dance for young 
people, which features 14 international 
productions exploring a variety of genres 
including sound-driven physical theatre, 
dance with spoken word and innovative 
multi-media shows, as well as a Spotlight 
on Flanders, the Dutch-speaking 
Northern part of Belgium, one of the 
world’s leaders in producing innovative 
theatre and dance for young audiences. 
And of course the Festival begins with 
Family Encounters day, a day of free pop-
up performances and artists interventions 
for families in the beautiful setting of the 
National Museum of Scotland.

Moving in to July, we find the Edinburgh 
Jazz & Blues Festival (14 to 23 July), the 
UK’s largest independent Jazz & Blues 
Festival. Originally, the festival featured 
traditional jazz performances played in 
Edinburgh’s pubs, and it slowly evolved to 
feature a more diverse range of styles.  
For fans of Jazz music there are a lot of 
options - Contemporary jazz, Trad jazz, 
Swing jazz, Vintage jazz, New Orleans 
jazz... and all that jazz! The Festival 
also boasts a particularly strong Blues 
showing, with Blues rock, Memphis blues, 
Mississippi blues, San Francisco blues, 
Chicago, acoustic and electric blues, and 
much more of that deep soulful sound.  
And recent years have seen a further 
expansion of the programme to take in  
funk and hip hop, creating a real eclectic  
musical mix. You’re bound to see some big  
names alongside the emerging stars of tomorrow.

During August, Scotland’s capital 
becomes an unparalleled celebration 
of the arts and an annual meeting point 
for people of all nations. The Edinburgh 
International Festival (4 to 27 August), 
presents a programme featuring the finest 
performers and ensembles from the 
worlds of dance, opera, music and theatre. 
Since 1947, the Festival has attracted the 
biggest stars of stage and concert halls, 
with luminaries ranging from Maria Callas 
to Sir Ian McKellen, Yehudi Menuhin 
to Margot Fonteyn, Plácido Domingo 
to Rudolf Nureyev, Richard Burton to 
Marlene Dietrich, Alan Cumming to 
Juliette Binoche. And this year will see 
its first festival under the direction of the 
acclaimed violinist Nicola Benedetti, who 
has spoken of her ambition to bring “the 
weight, depth and profundity of the art 
that the festival presents, to the maximum 
number of people and the broadest 
possible audience”.

thousands of shows and 
international showcases

Running alongside will be the Edinburgh 
Festival Fringe (4 to 28 August) which, being 
totally open-access, is proud to include 
in its programme anyone with a story 
to tell and a venue willing to host them. 
Every year the Fringe, as it’s affectionately 
known, hosts literally thousands of shows 
and international showcases from the likes 
of Belgium, Denmark, Finland, Ireland, 
Canada South Korea and Japan. Amongst 
the hundreds of events already on sale, 
ahead of the full programme launch on 8th 
June, are the legendary comedian Frank 
Skinner, the multi award-winning, cabaret 
spectacular La Clique featuring the best of 
circus and cabaret, and from the brains of 
comedy genius duo Harry Hill and Steve 
Brown, comes TONY! (The Tony Blair Rock 
Opera) - and that’s not to forget the street 
arts programme that animates places and 
spaces across the city.

The Edinburgh skyline in August 
will see the return of Scotland’s iconic 
Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo (4 to 26 
August) with the show theme Stories set 
to be a bestseller that will take you on a 
musical journey – at the unique setting 
of Edinburgh Castle where audiences 
will enjoy the legendary sound of the 
Massed Pipes and Drums alongside a 
host of international acts. Audiences 
get into the spirit and stamp and cheer 
to the sounds of the pipes and drums, 
clap to the Highland Dancers and 
watch in awe at some of the daredevil 
feats of accomplished motorcyclists or 
intricate marching formations. There 
are few such moving festival moments, 

a fact to which any of the over 220,000 
people who experience it live in any 
normal year can attest – not to mention 
the further 100 million who watch 
television broadcasts of the event!

Later in August we have the Edinburgh 
Art Festival (11 to 27 August), the UK’s 
largest annual visual arts festival, which 
this year will feature leading international 
and UK artists alongside the best emerging 
talent, major survey exhibitions of historic 
figures, and a special programme of newly 
commissioned artworks that respond 
to public sites in the city. Under the new 
direction of Kim McAleese, in her first 
curated programme, explore exhibitions, 
events and performances across Scotland’s 
capital, with partner galleries presenting 
a range of work, the majority of which 
will be open to the public for free for the 
festival - and one of the highlights will no 
doubt be the opening of the new gallery 
spaces for the Scottish National Gallery on 
The Mound in central Edinburgh.

one of the greatest outdoor 
celebrations

 Next up in August we have the Edinburgh 
International Book Festival (12 to 28 
August) the world’s most prestigious 
literary festival, celebrating its 40th 
anniversary - when it will bring leading 
and emerging authors and thinkers 
together to inspire each other and 
audiences in an extensive programme of 
public events. This year will see the last 
festival under the leadership of Nick Barley, 
whose programmes have seen everyone 
from Nobel Prize winners Maria Ressa, 
Amartya Sen, Joseph Stiglitz and Malala 
Yousafzai, to literary phenomena such as 
George RR Martin, Haruki Murakami, Elif 
Shafak, Hilary Mantel, Ocean Vuong and 
Colson Whitehead - writers 
who have captured the 
imagination worldwide, 
and 2023 promises to be 
no less exciting.

And then in an 
unexpected twist, 
worthy of any cinematic 
masterpiece, this year 
will see the return of the 
Edinburgh International 
Film Festival (18 to 23 
August). Following the 
sad news last October 
that the festival’s parent 
company had ceased 
trading, a lot of work has 
been going on behind the 
scenes to bring it back.  
With the support of the 
Edinburgh International 

Festival, a compact selection of films will 
be presented under the EIFF banner this 
August, complementing the International 
Festival’s programme of world-class 
performing arts. The hand-picked 
programme will celebrate the work of 
exceptional local and global filmmakers 
and ensure the flame of EIFF burns bright 
for future generations of passionate 
cinema fans.

After a short post summer break, 
we’re back on the festival trail with the 
Scottish International Storytelling
Festival (17 to 29 October). From storytelling 
performances to panel discussions, 
and a lively family strand of storytelling 
activities around Halloween, there’s 
something here for all Festival-goers to 
get involved with – centred around the 
Scottish Storytelling Centre, the only 
purpose built home for storytelling in 
the UK.

And as the year comes to a close 
we join the festival legend that is 
Edinburgh’s Hogmanay (30 December 
to 01 January) which has evolved to 
become one of the greatest outdoor 
celebrations of New Year’s Eve in the 
world, taking place across three days 
and seeing a host of live music and street 
arts. As the bells strike midnight, join 
hands with friends from across the globe 
in the world’s biggest rendition of Auld 
Lang Syne! Then get ready for the next 
year of the Edinburgh Festivals.

Get all the latest news about the festivals 
at: www.edinburghfestivalcity.com

What’s on at the 2023 Edinburgh Festivals

 nicola Benedetti. Street performers at the Fringe.  
Photo: David Monteith Hodge. Edinburgh’s Hogmanay.  

Photo: Chris Watt.

Maras Menzies, Scottish  
International Storytelling Festival.

YOUNG 
FAMILY CONVENTION

To be held on Saturday, 2 September 2023 at 
The Melting Pot, 15 Calton Road, Edinburgh

 
Candidates and those wishing to vote need to establish 

that they are Youngs, or Youngers, by birth 
(not by marriage) and are descended 

from Youngs/Youngers of Scotland.

Candidates for Commander to nominate by email to 
Robert Young on ryoung18@virginmedia.com  

prior to 2 July 2023. 
Voter registration to be completed prior to 22 July 2023.

More info at https://youngsofscotland.com/ 
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T
he new Aberdeenshire County 
flag was revealed at a special 
dedication ceremony held at 
The National Trust for Scotland’s 

Castle Fraser, Sauchen, Aberdeenshire, 

with invited guests and a large crowd 
gathered to witness the historic occasion. 
The chosen flag was based on the original 
designs of pupils from Newtonhill School, 
Stonehaven, and Elrick School, Westhill.

an important part in local identity
Accompanied by the Drums & Pipes of 
The Gordon Highlanders Association and 
an honour guard of Lonach Highlanders, 
the children presented the flag to The 
Lord-Lieutenant, Sandy Manson, at the 
castle doors. Following a dedication, the 
new Aberdeenshire flag was taken to the 
top of the castle tower and raised by the 
Lord-Lieutenant. Lone Piper, David Fraser, 
from The Gordon Highlanders Association 

Pipe Band played the famous march, Back 
o’ Bennachie and the assembled crowd 
gave a resounding ‘Three Cheers’. Mr 
Sandy Manson, The Lord-Lieutenant of 
Aberdeenshire, said: “It is wonderful to see 
this splendid County flag now unveiled 
for all to see. For the children from two 
different local schools to produce such 
similar designs that were then brought 
together in the flag you see today, was 
remarkable. It’s clear to see why their 
design triumphed over hundreds of others 
from all ages and corners of the world: a 
bold flag that heralds our past and signals 
a confident future. Judging over 800 global 
entries by the panel was certainly not easy. 
The five designs chosen for the shortlist 
went to a public vote, encompassing 
the many traditions and characteristics 
we associate with our beautiful and 
historic county. My congratulations to 
all the pupils involved in so creatively 
designing the winning flag. I hope all of 
Aberdeenshire will be very proud as our 
new flag flies over the county, playing an 
important part in our local identity.”

scotland’s castle country
The pupils described their winning design, 
“Aberdeenshire is Scotland’s ‘castle country’ 
but also the strong royal association 
referenced by the crown. A quarter of 
Scotland’s arable land is in Aberdeenshire, 
with the gold representing the barley and 
the whisky that it makes, and the purple 
symbolises the heather of our mountains.” 
The project was initiated in March 2022, 
when the Lord-Lieutenant, Mr Sandy 

Manson, discovered through dialogue 
with the Lord Lyon’s office that while 
Aberdeenshire had a long-standing coat of 
arms, it did not have a county flag as was 
the case with most counties in Scotland.

Two Deputy Lieutenants, Mrs Jean 
Haslam and the late Mrs Miranda McHardy 
took this historic project forward, running 
an open competition to design a flag for 
Aberdeenshire. Workshops were run by 
Philip Tibbetts (Lyon Court Vexillologist for 
Scotland) during the first week in September 
2022 in schools across the county. With the 
help of the Lord Lyon and Mr Tibbetts, a 
judging panel examined over 820 entries 
submitted in October, the largest ever 
response to a flag competition in Scotland. 
A short-list of five designs was selected that 
went to a public vote, with 4,208 votes cast.

Aberdeenshire celebrates new county flag at Castle Fraser
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T
he Australian Celtic Festival hit 
a record number of visitors in 
May with over 6,000 purchasing 
tickets and up to 7,500 adults and 

children attending various events held 
throughout Glen Innes, in the NSW New 
England region. The Year of Scotland 
has traditionally been one of the most 
popular highlighted nations bringing in 
the crowds but this year has gone beyond 
Glen Innes Severn Council’s expectations. 
With all accommodation vacancies filled 
well before the event, many regional 
locals took advantage of heading out for 
the day, catching as much entertainment 
and atmosphere as they could. Glen Innes 
could not have had a better backdrop to 
the festivities then the National Celtic 
monument which became the focal point, 
full of sound, colour and excitement.

a standout event
Many of the visitors came to see the Street 
Parade, Jousters, Highland Games and 
an array of local, interstate and overseas 
artists including the Festival’s Honoured 
Guest international traditional fiddle 
player Paul Anderson, Scotland’s Kilted 
Yogi Finlay Wilson and from New Zealand, 
crowd pullers Clan Celtica who stirred the 

audiences with their processional pipes 
and drums. The Pipe Band competition 
was also very popular as well as the 
atmosphere of the clans. This festival is 
very important for the visitor economy, 
bringing in over 1.8 million dollars into 
businesses in the lead up, during and after 
the festivities.

Next year is celebrating the Year of 
Ireland and the Isle of Man and it is 
already gearing up to be another record 
breaker. Council would like to thank all the 
businesses who sponsored or supported 

the event as well as Council staff and 
volunteers for their contribution in making 
this year’s Australian Celtic festival a 
standout event in the region.

2-5 may 2024 are the dates for the next 
australian celtic Festival in Glen innes 
Highlands, celebrating the Year of ireland 
& The isle of man. For details: 02 6730 
2400 or www.australiancelticfestival.com.

Scottish fiddler Paul Anderson.

Finlay Wilson.

Celebrating The Year of Scotland-The Australian Celtic Festival
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GlengarryHighlandGames.com      (613) 527-2876   Maxville, Ontario

There’s nothing else like it!
The Best In Celtic Entertainment

FRIDAY NIGHT TATTOO HEADLINERS: 
THE AWARD-WINNING CELTIC ROCK 

DERINA HARVEY BAND!

THE GLENGARRY 
HIGHLAND GAMES

August 
4 & 5, 2023

• The North American Pipe  
  Band Championships ™
• Piping & Drumming
• Highland Dancing 
• Fiddling 
• Heavyweight Events  
• Games Tattoo 
• Tug of War
• Concerts

Saluting the 
150th Anniversary 

of the RCMP
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S
eptember 2-3, 2023 brings back 
the full experience of Celtic culture 
at Centennial Park in Canmore, 
Alberta – so you’ll want to witness 

the colours of the tartans and the thrill 
of the pipes at the 32nd annual Canmore 
Highland Games. Here’s how you can 
awaken your inner Scot with some big fun 
– the Taste of the Highlands, the Canmore 
Highland Games and the Canmore Ceilidh, 
beneath the scenic peaks of the Rockies on 
Labour Day weekend.

Sip the spirits, mead and ale at the 
Taste of the Highlands. Bring the whole 
family for the Highland Games - visit 
the clans, see the heavy sports, shop the 

Celtic market, watch the sheepdogs at 
work, observe the intense competitions 
of highland dancing and piping and 
drumming, enliven your palate with a 
Scotch tasting, sample the foods available, 
quench your thirst while enjoying live 
Celtic music in the beer garden, and 
discover the British automobiles on show.

Let loose and expose your inner Scot 
at the Canmore Ceilidh – be ready to hit 
the dance floor! Headliners this year are 
Celtica Nova. Always entertaining and 
definitely unique, Celtica Nova are a blast 
of Celtic energy and won the “International 
Celtic Artist of the Year” award at the 2019 
Australian Celtic Music Awards!

“The Highland Games has become  
a signature summer event in our  
small mountain town. Every year we  
entertain the visitors to the Games  
while show-casing affordable Celtic 
culture in our communities. This creates 
economic support for all the local 
businesses who benefit,” says Three 
Sisters Scottish Festival Society 
president, Sandy Bunch.

always an affordable event, there  
are advance tickets and bundles  
to choose from. Tickets and event  
information can be found at:  
www.canmorehighlandgames.ca.  
email: info@canmorehighlandgames.ca.

T
he Scott MacAulay Performing Arts 
Centre at the College of Piping and 
Celtic Performing Arts of Canada is 
excited to announce its signature 

summer show that promotes island culture, 
history, stories and songs. Highland Storm 
is an exhilarating evening of Celtic music 
and dance that will captivate the audience 
and transport them back to a pivotal time 
in PEI over 250 years ago, when three ships, 
the Annabella, the Edinburgh and the 
Falmouth, arrived having carried families  
from their homeland in Scotland to a new 
land with little more than the clothes on  
their backs. Highland Storm is the story of the  
Scots arriving on PEI and is a reimagining 
of their first year on the island. The story 
is performed by The College of Piping’s 

instructors and students and featuring 
fiddler Gilbert Arsenault, vocalist Christine 
Gallant and is directed by Peter Gallant. 
Prepare to sit tight and hold on… there is 
a Storm coming! Highland Storm runs July 
13, 20, 21, 27 and August 3, 4 5.

The Scott MacAulay Performing Arts 
Centre is one of Canada’s best acoustic venues.  
It has a strong sense of community at its 
core when it comes to its stage promoting 
island schools, arts and culture. The Scott  
MacAulay Performing Arts Centre is 
very proud of its signature production, 
Highland Storm.

For more details on college of Piping  
and celtic Performing arts of canada  
and Highland Storm performances see:  
www.collegeofpiping.com.

T
he American Scottish Foundation 
(ASF) recently played a key role in 
celebrating the 25th annual Tartan 
Day Parade in New York City.  

Events took place across the city including the 
Tartan Day Observance at Bryant Park and 
the parade with thousands of participants 
celebrating Scotland and marching down 
6th Avenue. This year’s Grand Marshal was 
Scottish television personality Gail Porter. The 
25th edition of Tartan Week also included the 
first ever NYC Tartan Week Mòd, which was 
won by Cynthian Knight from Virginia.

The ASF is proud to be a founding 
member of the National Tartan Day New York 
Parade Committee, helping to organize the 
Parade alongside the St Andrews Society of 
New York, New York Caledonian Club and 
Clan Campbell. The 2024 NYC Tartan Day 
Parade will be held on National Tartan Day, 
Saturday April 6, 2024.

For more information on the  
american Scottish Foundation see:  
www.americanscottishfoundation.com.

The Scott MacAulay Performing Arts  
Centre announces summer signature show

Canmore Highland Games-How to savour your inner Scot

The sound of Scotland.

Pipers at Bryant Park.

Highland dancers.

ASF on parade.

Angus Robertson MSP with Camilla 
Hellman, President, the American 
Scottish Foundation.

a distinct island show about the arrival of the Scots on Prince edward island  
to take centre stage at the Scott macaulay Performing arts centre this summer.

New York celebrates Tartan Week
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